A Perfect 10
The Story of the 2005-06

Oak Glen High School Varsity Wrestling Team
(The following is a labor of love, the second consecutive year I have chronicled the exploits of Coach Larry Shaw and his Oak Glen varsity squad. I attempt herein to capture some of the drama of matches and tournaments, while scoring nearly every varsity match of the 2005-06 season. After each match or tournament, my wife Caren compiled the team and individual statistics compiled by the stat girls. Even with the advantage of their work to double check, I’m sure some errors and omissions remain please bring them to my attention. Below, duals and tournaments are presented in story form; usually, but not always, chronologically as the match or tourney progressed. Opinions expressed are mine alone. All mistakes are mine also.)

By Fred Miller
The Bears field another strong team, returning six OVAC placers and seven state placers. The team is defending an OVAC AAA division title (second overall) and ninth-straight state title. The team is a dynamic mix of experience and youth. Seniors and co-captains Rhett Northcraft, Jessie Mahan and Dirk Baker are expected to carry the load, along with two other experienced seniors: Bryan Rowland, who at last gets to drop to his natural weight of 215, and Josh Greathouse, who waited patiently for his 189 spot on varsity. T.J. Osbon breaks into the varsity, joining fellow junior Preston Andrews. A talented group of sophomores who started last year – Ethan Dray, Zack Six and Cody Miller - look to improve on a good start last year. Sophomore David Collins makes varsity at heavyweight. Three promising freshmen join the varsity: Ryan Asbury, Troy Eckleberry and Paden Potts. 

Assisting Larry Shaw in his 27th year as head coach are Bob Wilson, Brian Six, Tim Ralph, Mark Weirsbicki and Kyle Eckleberry.
South Side 29 (criteria), Oak Glen 28

South Side wins a 28-28 tie on tiebreaker criteria. At South Side, Dec. 7, 2005

South Side had already wrestled and won three duals when Oak Glen arrived for its first dual of the season. OG’s youth and inexperience made the difference in the match, said Coach Shaw. Seven of the 14 OG wrestlers who took the mat against SS were wrestling their first match as starting varsity. Still, it was exceptionally close, coming down to the final match, with Oak Glen needing a pin to win. The final team score and the score of the last match were disputed, but neither side disputed that South Side won the dual because it owned the tiebreaker of winning the most individual matches (8-6). South Side’s win gave it revenge for a 42-28 loss to Oak Glen last year, their first dual match since the 60’s(?) “Our youth was our downfall,” said Coach Shaw. “It is going to continue to be an issue. . . The important thing is the kids went out and competed here. They care. They really, really care, and that’s important.”

171 – T.J. Osbon, a junior who finally cracked the starting lineup, wins his first varsity match in impressive style with a pin of sophomore Justin Herder at 2:58. 6-0 OG
189 – Josh Greathouse, a senior who had to wait his turn for the varsity (behind Dave Foltz last year), makes the most of his debut with a throw/roll from their feet of Sam Tellish that results in a quick pin at 1:06. OG 12-0.

215 – Bryan Rowland with a takedown scores the first points in a seesaw match against junior Jimmy Martz. Martz goes in front in the second but Rowland ties at 4. In the third, Rowland gets a reverse and is winning 6-5 with 20 seconds to go when Martz scores a reverse and back points to win 10-6. OG 12-3
275 – David Collins, a sophomore making his first start, gives up a takedown in the first on a softball throw by James Chambers. The big guys trade escapes and Chambers wins 3-2. OG 12-6.
103 – Ryan Asbury, a freshman, picks a tough match to start his varsity career. John Prezzia is a tiny buzzsaw who surely will place at states; Ryan does well to keep from getting pinned or tech falled. Final score 13-1. OG 12-10

112 – David Mahan, another freshman, gets a start when Coach Shaw juggles the lineup to get better matchups in some lighter weights. Mahan, brother of OG state champion Jesse Mahan, surprises senior and state qualifier Dustin Brodmerkel by getting the first takedown and twice lifting him high in the air. “Little Mahan” fights hard but loses 14-6. SS takes the lead, 14-12.
119 – Ethan Dray, moved up by Coach Shaw from 112 to face Justin Malcomb, works hard to get the pin but Malcomb won’t cooperate. Dray wins 12-6. OG back in the lead for the last time, 15-14.
125 – Troy Eckleberry , another talented freshman, finds himself moved up a weight class for his first varsity start. Sophomore Dominic Demor is too much for him; Demor wins by major decision, 19-7. SS 18-15.
130 – Preston Andrews is losing 8-1 in the third period to Matt Hospodar when he scores a reverse and near fall to close the gap to 8-5. SS 21-15.
135 – Ben Warner is a sophomore getting his first varsity start because Dirk Baker is out with an injury suffered at the Austintown scrimmage. Warner very nearly scores an upset when he puts SS co-captain and state qualifier Ryan Gibbons on his back to tie the score 6-6 in the second period. Cheers of “Let’s go, Ben! Let’s go, Ben!” from the numerous OGHS boosters rock the South Side gym, but Gibbons prevails in the end, 11-6. SS 24-15.

140 – Jessie Mahan is masterful in a tech fall of junior Zack Clark, 19-3. 24-20 SS.
145 – Zach Six gets the first takedown on junior Matt Longshore but a reverse and near fall at the end of the first period turn the match around. Longshore gets a major decision, 11-2. SS 28-20
152 – Cody Miller last year lost his first varsity match to Keegan Donnan. This time he controls fellow sophomore Donnan, 6-1. 28-23 SS.
160 – Rhett Northcraft seems to specialize in important, spectacular matches. With a pin, Oak Glen wins the match. South Side junior Sam Ruggeri has only to keep from getting pinned. The house rocks as Northcraft, with an inside-out trip, immediately takes down Ruggeri, who bellies out and attaches himself to the mat like a suction cup. The ref ignores Northcraft’s eloquent but unspoken pleas and the OG crowd’s calls to make Ruggeri wrestle. Northcraft in fact gets the stalling warning. Northcraft must resort to the clock-eating strategy of giving escapes and getting takedowns, a process which Ruggeri aids by continually diving at Northcraft’s legs and letting Northcraft spin behind. By the end of the third period the two are popping up and down like a pair of exhausted whack-a-moles. The official scorekeepers can’t keep up. The Oak Glen crowd thinks Northcraft has done it as time expires, but the official match score of 22-8 is one point short of a tech fall. A later review of the video shows Northcraft winning 26-8, but South Side wins anyway with the tiebreaker.

Final score, 29-28 South Side.

Notes: Dirk Baker is temporarily out of the lineup at 135 with a shoulder injury suffered in a preseason scrimmage at Austintown. Freshman Paden Potts, younger brother of two-time state and OVAC champion Cody Potts, weighs in at 125 for the South Side match but does not wrestle with the lineup changes. Zach Six’s collarbone is hurting after his match with Longshore. The same referee who gave no stalling warnings to Ruggeri in Northcraft’s match helped decide a match between South Side and West Greene four days earlier with two stalling points.

Brooke Classic
OG places third behind Canon McMillan and Wheeling Park, Dec. 9-10, 2005

In a competitive early season tournament, Oak Glen with 249.5 points takes third place out of 14 teams. Oak Glen has two champions and six total placers. Canon McMillan is first in team points with 301. Wheeling Park is second at 275, showing it will be a power at the OVAC tournament.

Rhett Northcraft becomes a two-time champion with a win at 160. Jesse Mahan takes first at 140. Josh Greathouse is second at 189. Ryan Asbury at 103 and Cody Miller at 152 are third. Ethan Dray is slammed and injured in the semi-finals; his opponent is disqualified and Ethan is awarded fourth place. The team places well despite injuries and inexperience.

(In 2004, OG had one champion, Cody Potts at 215. Jesse Mahan and Chris Stevens finished second; Brandon Miller, Northcraft and Dave Foltz are third; Brandon Davis, Dirk Baker and Joel Timmons are fourth. In 2003 the Bears placed third and had one champion, Northcraft, at 152.  Potts was 2nd. B. Miller, Mahan, Drew Stevens, Chris Stevens all were 3rd. Brennon Chambers was 4th.)
Brooke Classic summary by weight class

103 – Ryan Asbury is knocked out of the championship bracket 3-2 by Nick Taylor of Wheeling Park in the quarterfinals, but gets revenge with a 9-2 win when he meets Taylor in the consolation finals.  His only other loss on the day is to Ron Schram of CM, who finishes second.

112 – Ethan Dray is undefeated on the day and winning 3-0 over Dan Felton of Brooke in the semi-finals when Felton slams him in the second period. Dray is taken by ambulance to Trinity Hospital. A concussion is diagnosed and Dray is released, returning with a headache to watch the end of the tournament. Felton is DQ’d; Dray is awarded fourth place.

119- Troy Eckleberry beats Skip Ingram of John Marshall but gets pinned by Wheeling Park’s Ronnell Green and East Liverpool’s Joe Coil.

125 – Paden Potts suffers three pins in the tourney.

130 – Preston Andrews is tech falled by eventual champion Ronnie Green, suffers three other losses.

135 – Dirk Baker injury forfeits out of the tourney.

140 – Jessie Mahan is the first seed and wrestles like it, going 6-0 for the tourney. He beats Cody Renner of West Greene 3-1 in the finals.

145 – Zach Six also is hurting, drops out.

152 – Cody Miller has a close call in the third round, coming back to win 6-5 over Devin McGuier of McGuffey. He meets McGuier again in the consolation finals, winning 3-0. His only loss is to eventual champion Matt Ryan of CM 5-0 in the semi’s.

160 – Rhett Northcraft also has a close call enroute to his championship. In the quarterfinals, Cody Miller of West Greene ties the score at 8-8 in the third. Northcraft is ahead 11-8 when he pins Miller at 5:33. In the finals, Northcraft beats Eric Fulmer of Shaler 3-1.

171 – T.J. Osbon  beats the fourth seed, Chambers of John Marshall, 7-2, and pins Mike Zakrajsek of Howland  in 0:40. He’s knocked out of the championship bracket by eventual champion Ben Dunaway of McGuffey 10-6.

189 Josh Greathouse has two pins among his wins before losing in the finals 3-1 to David Pisarcik of Mars, who had pinned his way through the tourney.

215 Bryan Rowland  scores three pins and a major decision before getting knocked out of the championship bracket in an 8-5 match against eventual champion Ben Maund of Canon Mac. He had lost to Pete King of Mars in the consolation semi’s. 

275 – David Collins pins two opponents and gets pinned by three, including Eric Diagosta of East Liverpool at 5:29 in the quarterfinals.

OG Dominates Quad at Home

Dec. 17, 2005

Oak Glen 52, Fairmont Sr. 12; Oak Glen 71, Morgantown 0;
Oak Glen 73, Ravenswood 6

A dramatic duel between state champions Jessie Mahan and Judd Billings is one of the most exciting individual matches of the year. 
There is no drama in the team competition, however, as the Golden Bears dominate three teams that traveled north for a quad meet. The visitors win only four of 42 possible matches, giving up a slew of forfeits. 
Oak Glen starts with a 52-12 win over Fairmont Senior, followed by shutting out Morgantown 71-0 and then dominating Ravenswood 73-6. Fairmont Senior beats Ravenswood and Morgantown by identical 59-12 scores. Ravenswood defeats Morgantown 40-36. 
Ravenswood’s Judd Billings, a senior, is a two-time state champion among AA-A class schools, winning last season at 135 pounds and wrestling this year at 145. 
Mahan, also a senior, won at 140 pounds at AA-A states last year and stayed at that weight. Mahan bumps up a weight class in the Saturday dual to go against Billings. Wrestling starts at 140, so theirs is the second match of the dual.

Billings scores first with a takedown in the first period. Mahan escapes at the end of the first period and again at the beginning of the second to tie it 2-2. With 25 seconds left in the second, Mahan goes ahead 4-2 on a takedown. Two escapes by Billings, one at the end of the second, one at the beginning of the third, tie the score again at 4-4. With 21 seconds to go in the match, Mahan appears to lock it up with a takedown to lead 6-4, but Billings ties it 6-6 with a reversal at 12 seconds. 
Starting from the down position with five seconds to go, Mahan scores another reversal, getting the call with tenths of a second showing on the clock. 
Another match pairs two state placers from last year: Oak Glen sophomore Cody Miller (fourth, AA-A) and Fairmont Senior’s Drew Retton, a junior (fifth, AAA). Miller leads throughout the match, winning 6-2.

OG’s freshmen starters begin to see some success. Troy Eckleberry scores two pins and a decision, and Ryan Asbury and Paden Potts get two mat wins apiece. Eckleberry is tied with Morgantown’s Pikulski 5-5 in the third when he gets a reverse and wins 7-6.
OG Coach Larry Shaw says it is good to see some of his inexperienced wrestlers having success.

Fairmont Senior Coach Mark Delligatti said, “Oak Glen’s got some tough kids, though they aren’t as experienced as last year,” He said he knows coming to Oak Glen is a serious test for his team, but “you’re only going to get better by wrestling good competition.” 
With the three wins, Oak Glen improves to 3-1 in duals on the year.
Oak Glen 52, Fairmont Sr. 12 
130 - Preston Andrews (OG) dec. Jeremy Ammons 4-1 
135 - Mike Michalski (FS) dec. Dirk Baker 8-4. 
140 - Jessie Mahan (OG) maj. dec. Thomas Long 18-5. 
145 - Steve Mick (FS) dec. Zack Six 8-5. 
152 - Cody Miller (OG) dec. Drew Retton 6-2 
160 - Zack Montero (OG) wins by forfeit 
171 - Rhett Northcraft (OG) tech fall Justin Ammons 15-0 
189 - Josh Greathouse (OG) wins by forfeit 
215 - Bryan Rowland (OG) pins Trey Wilson 1:05 
275 - Matt Bosley (FS) pins David Collins 3:37 
103 - Ryan Asbury (OG) pins Joe Snow 3:29 
112 - Ethan Dray (OG) maj. dec. Alex Thompson 13-0 
119 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) pins Cam Satterfield 1:10 
125 - Paden Potts (OG) dec. Cody Moore 5-0 

Oak Glen 71, Morgantown 0 
130 - Preston Andrews (OG) dec. Nate Ayersman 5-3 
135 - Dirk Baker (OG) wins by forfeit 
140 - Jessie Mahan (OG) pins Jim Hoag 0:21 
145 - Zack Six (OG) maj. dec. Jacobe Thomas 13-4 
152 - Cody Miller (OG) pins Justin Solley 1:36 
160 - Rhett Northcraft (OG) wins by forfeit 
171 - T.J. Osbon (OG) maj. dec. Nick Morris 15-2 
189 - Josh Greathouse (OG) pins Kan Lin 1:36 
215 - Bryan Rowland (OG) pins Corey Boyce 0:51 
275 - David Collins (OG) pins Josh Foster 1:15 
103 - Ryan Asbury (OG) wins by forfeit 
112 - Ethan Dray (OG) wins by forfeit 
119 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) dec. Patrick Pikulski 7-6 
125 - Paden Potts (OG) dec. Ian Frist 13-7 

Oak Glen 73, Ravenswood 6 
140 - Dirk Baker (OG) pins Chris Deiroff 1:28 
145 - Jessie Mahan (OG) dec. Judd Billings 8-6 
152 - Cody Miller (OG) dec. Kyle Reed 10-1 
160 - Rhett Northcraft (OG) pins Ross Corbin 1:42 
171 - T.J. Osbon (OG) pins Travis Carte 4:42 
189 - Josh Greathouse (OG) wins by forfeit 
215 - Bryan Rowland (OG) wins by forfeit 
275 - David Collins (OG) wins by forfeit 
103 - Ryan Asbury (OG) pins John Chambers 1:52 
112 - Ethan Dray (OG) wins by forfeit 
119 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) pins Kurt Gray 4:17 
125 - David Dennis (R) pins Paden Potts 0:58 
130 - Preston Andrews (OG) wins by forfeit 
135 - Ben Warner (OG) wins by forfeit

Oak Glen 60-Harrison Central 10

At Home, Dec. 21, 2005

Harrison Central came in with a couple of holes in its lineup and four starting freshmen, but overall it was weak and strong in the same weights where Oak Glen was weak or strong.

The most important match of the evening was between Oak Glen’s Cody Miller and Harrison Central’s Brad Brooks, ranked third and first, respectively, for the OVAC. Their match didn’t change the rankings as Miller was unable to score offensive points against the senior HC wrestler, who finished third last year in the OVAC and eighth in the state. Miller trailed by 3-0 going into the third period, but lost by a final 21-3.

Preston Andrews fought a close match with junior Dustin Pratt at 130. Down 0-2 in the first, Andrews got an escape in the second and a takedown early in the third to lead 3-2. Preston had ridden Pratt most of the third when Pratt scored the reversal at the end of the match and won 4-3.

The only other match won by HC was at 171, where juniors T. J. Osbon and HC’s Jacob Donley were locked 2-2 in the second period. Donley scored a reversal and near fall in the third to win 7-2.

Ryan Asbury, Ethan Dray, Jessie Mahan, and Josh Greathouse all pinned their opponents. Zack Six and Rhett Northcraft tech falled their guys, while Dirk Baker and Bryan Rowland picked up major decisions.

275 Collins (OG) wins by forfeit

103 Asbury (OG) p. Nick Risdon 4:50

112 - Ethan Dray (OG)  p. Kevin Snyder 1:55 
119 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) wins by forfeit

125 - Paden Potts (OG) wins by forfeit

130 – Dustin Pratt (HC) dec. Preston Andrews 4-3

135 – Dirk Baker (OG) maj. dec. Rob Eddy 13-4

140 – Jessie Mahan (OG) p. Danny Nunner 0:49 
145 - Zack Six (OG) TF Taylor Banks 18-2 
152 – Brad Brooks (HC) maj. dec. Cody Miller 12-3 
160 - Rhett Northcraft (OG) TF Ty Howell 17-2 
171 – Jacob Donley (HC) dec. T.J. Osbon 7-2 
189 - Josh Greathouse (OG) pins Kevin Mallernee 1:33 
215 - Bryan Rowland (OG) maj. dec. James Boreman  11-3

Oak Glen 41-Parkersburg South 31

At Parkersburg, Dec. 23, 2005
Oak Glen makes it two years in a row by beating South convincingly in its own house.
The story in the Parkersburg newspaper the next day said that the last words before the match over the public address system in the packed Rod Oldham Athletic Center were, “Nobody comes into our house and pushes us around!” The writer then noted, “But that’s what Oak Glen did as the Golden Bears won the first three matches and eventually eight out of 14. . ..”

An Oak Glen fan was heard all over the gym when he yelled “in your house!” after back-to-back pins by Rhett Northcraft and T. J. Osbon in the final two matches sealed the big win at 41-31. South fans aren’t used to getting beat on their home turf. They pounded Oak Glen 39-13 the last time the Bears traveled to Parkersburg in 2003, and were looking for a repeat.

With Oak Glen up 35-31 after Northcraft’s pin, all Osbon had to do was to keep from giving up more than a simple decision to win the dual for the Bears. When T.J. gave up the first takedown and rolled briefly across his back, the South fans went nuts, knowing a pin or tech fall would win it for them. But Osbon settled down, and in the second period got in the high leg ride he likes and began turning sophomore Ryan Stoops with a punishing power half. Oak Glen team members erupted off their seats when Osbon got the fall at 3:11.

Oak Glen’s three big men got their team off to a 16-0 start, with pins by Greathouse at 189 and Collins at 275, and a major decision by Bryan Rowland at 215.

Ryan Asbury (103) gave up a fall to South junior Corey Mathey, but Ethan Dray at 112 came right back to pin fellow sophomore Nick Bush at 1:03. Troy Eckleberry tacked on an 8-6 decision over Matt Hall at 119 to give the Bears a commanding 25-6 lead.

South stormed back with a major decision of Paden Potts at 125, who did well to keep from getting pinned, and pins of Preston Andrews (130) and Ben Warner, filling in for injured Dirk Baker at 135. Warner fought off the pin until the end of the third period. Jessie Mahan stopped the bleeding at 140 with a 12-4 major decision over fellow senior Nathan Hall, scoring a reversal and two near falls in the final period.

Zack Six fought off a pin by Aaron Kelly, giving up a major decision 11-0 that narrowed the score to 29-26.

Both teams weighed in two wrestlers at 152, leaving open the possibility that South would move up two-time AAA state champion Chad Porter to face two-time AA-A state champion Rhett Northcraft at 160. Instead, they leave Porter at 152 to face Joel Timmons, filling in for injured Cody Miller. Porter’s tech fall of Timmons gives South its only lead of the night at 31-29, and sets the stage for the two final pins by Northcraft and Osbon. Timmons refuses to be turned and pinned by Porter, and is hit with two stalling points by the end of the match. Porter turns the match into a takedown fest, with the takedowns and escapes coming so quickly at the end of the third period that the ref and scoreboard operator can’t keep up. Finally they confer and the ref announces a score of 27-12 for a tech fall.

It is too little, too late for South, as Northcraft and Osbon would show in the final two matches.

“We were missing three (starters) but that’s no excuse. There isn’t any excuse for losing,” said Parkersburg South Coach Tim McCartney after the match, adding, “I guess I need to coach my kids to stall.” He adds that OG Coach Larry Shaw “is doing a good job. He’s a class act. I hope he realizes he beat a pretty good team.”

Last season at home the Bears went ahead early, racking up a 41-13 lead before losing to the meat of South’s lineup at 140, 145 and 152 and holding on for a 41-25 win.

Oak Glen 41, Parkersburg South 31
189 - Josh Greathouse (OG) p. Gene Beatty 1:54 
215 - Bryan Rowland (OG) maj. dec. Kyle Wines 11-3 
275 - David Collins (OG) p. Josh Cale 2:57 
103 – Corey Matheny (PS) p. Ryan Asbury 1:10

112 – Ethan Dray (OG) p. Nick Bush 1:10
119 – Troy Eckleberry (OG) dec. Matt Hall 8-6

125 – Andy Church (PS) maj. dec. Paden Potts 9-0

130 – Matt Dunn (PS) p. Preston Andrews 1:05
135 – Zac McCray (PS) p. Ben Warner 5:17 
140 - Jessie Mahan (OG) maj. dec Nathan Hall 12-4. 
145 – Aaron Kelly (PS) maj. dec. Zack Six 11-0. 
152 – Chad Porter (PS) TF Joel Timmons 28-12 
160 – Rhett Northcraft (OG) p. Cody Miracle 2:25 
171 – T.J. Osbon (OG) p. Ryan Stoops 3:11

12th annual St. Clairsville Best Value Tournament
St. Clairsville, Ohio, Thurs-Fri, Dec. 29-30, 2005

Oak Glen has won this tournament since 1998, and does again despite a strong challenge from Dover. The Golden Bears send six to the finals, crowning two individual champions and placing 14 of the 16 wrestlers they bring to St. Clairsville, including two unattached.

Oak Glen wrestlers pin.43 of their opponents in this tournament and are not pinned once.

Josh Greathouse, who placed fourth last year as an unattached wrestler, wins at 189. Cody Miller, a third place finisher last year, wins at 152.

Two champions from last season, Jessie Mahan and Rhett Northcraft, lose in the finals: Mahan (140) to the incredible Seth Easter of Nitro, and Northcraft (160) to Bud Hines of Barnesville in a match that was tied four times. Hines’ win denies Northcraft his third Best Value championship.

In the 112 finals, Ethan Dray gives up a reversal in the third period to lose 2-1 to Jeremy Page of Nitro. At 215 Bryan Rowland drops a 5-1 decision to place second to Shenandoah’s John Horn.

Dirk Baker, still wrestling with a protective harness for a shoulder injury, earns a third place at 135. Joel Timmons, wrestling unattached at 152, wins third place after coming within a two-point decision of facing Cody Miller in the finals.

Oak Glen’s freshmen starters place well, with Ryan Asbury taking a third at 103, and Paden Potts (125) and Troy Eckleberry (119) both placing fifth.

T.J. Osbon places fifth at 171, and Preston Andrews and unattached Ben Warner place fifth and sixth at 130.

TOP 8 TEAMS 1. Oak Glen 338, 2. Dover 295.5, 3. Tallmadge, 251, 4. Barnesville, 238, 5. Teays Valley 229, 6. Marietta, 191.5, 7 Shadyside, 157.5, 8. East Liverpool, 157

Summary by weight class

3rd 103 – Ryan Asbury claims third with a pin of Barnesville’s Jon Barker at 3:58. Except for a 5-0 loss to Travis Hopkins of Dover, Asbury pins his way through the tournament, besting Noah Cech of Marietta, Grant Cummings of Nitro, and Bryan Crozier of Shadyside.

2nd 112 – Ethan Dray  and Nitro’s Jeremy Page take a 0-0 tie into the second period of the championship match. Dray escapes to lead 1-0 in the second, but gives up a reverse with 1:10 left in the third to lose 2-1. Enroute to the finals, Dray pins Cagney Springer of East Liverpool, Eric Michaud of MariettaX and Kolton Steman of Teay’s Valley.

5th 119 – Troy Eckleberry  loses a heartbreaker in round 4 to Jeff Trigg of Shadyside, the eventual third place winner. Eckleberry goes ahead in the third with a takedown to break a 3-3 tie, but Trigg scores an escape and takedown to win 6-5. Troy led in the second, but drops a 6-3 decision to senior Ryan “Peanut” Stephen of Barnesville, who will finish second. in the tourney. Troy leads throughout his consolation match against Robert Rippeth of Dover, winning 7-5.

5th 125 – Paden Potts  is the only Oak Glen wrestler to wrestle four matches in Rounds 1-4 of the tournament, and he wins them all, beating Tony Grove of Dover, Troy Smith of John Glenn, Michael Bauman of Marietta, and Chase Bonnette of St. ClairX. The unseeded Potts drops decisions to Jon James of Teays Valley (3rd) and Nick Ursetti of Tallmadge (1st) before dominating third seed Nick Oberdick 12-6 to take fifth.

5th 130 – Preston Andrews beats Sam Yockey of St. Clair in a tight 2-0 match in the second round. He pins Wellsville’s Jonathan Pfupajena and John Glenn’s Joe Florio, and tech falls Cody Smith of Shenandoah to reach the fifth place finals, where he must face teammate Ben Warner. Andrews wins 6-4.

6th 130 Ben Warner (X) is losing 8-0 to third seed Nathan Jordan but storms back to drop a close 10-9 loss to Jordan in the second round. He posts wins over Denny Caldwell of East Liverpool and Jon Huntsman of Barnesville to make it to the consolation finals match with teammate Preston Andrews.

3rd 135 – Dirk Baker posts nothing but wins until the seventh round, dropping an 8-2 loss to Kyle Johnson of John Glenn. In earlier rounds he pins Justin Forshaw (TalX) and Josh Shortridge (TV), both in the first period. Baker wrestles a nail-biter with East Liverpool’s Shane Reed (5th) in the sixth round. They are scoreless in the first. Baker scores an escape in the second and rides ferociously in the third to make a 1-0 win stand up. In the consolation finals he gives up the first takedown in the first, but scores five unanswered in the second and cruises to a 10-4 win.

2nd 140 – Jessie Mahan finds himself in a battle of state champions in a finals match against undefeated Seth Easter of Nitro. Easter denied a first place to OG’s Brandon Davis at 119 last year at this tournament. Easter gives up only two offensive points in the match on a reversal, winning 11-5. Enroute to the finals, Mahan scores first-period pins against Craig Lake of John Glenn, Kevin Riggle of East Liverpool and Blake Heslop of Shadyside. In the seventh round he meets Evan Paul of Tallmadge, who he beat last year in the finals, winning this year 15-4. 

145 – Zack Six starts well with a second-period pin of Shane Skeens of Nitro but drops major decisions to A.J. Komarovy of Dover (2nd, losing to Zack Schuller) and Chris Crock of Shenandoah (4th). He beats Luke Horvath of Shadyside 8-2 but drops a 4-3 decision to Dante Ursetti of Tallmadge.

1st 152 – Cody Miller pins five opponents enroute to the finals: Rick Hylton of Tallmadge, Andrew Hirt of Wellsville, Bobby Gilmore (DoverX), Nick Wells (Shen X) and Carson Wilshire of Teays Valley. In the finals he decisions Andrew Law of Dover 6-2.

3rd 152 – Joel Timmons OGX comes close to meeting teammate Cody Miller in the finals. Instead he meets the Dover X wrestler. Except for eventual second-place finisher Andrew Law of Dover, to whom he drops a 2-0 decision in Round 6, Timmons pins all four wrestlers he faces in the pool rounds: Trevan O’Keefe of Marietta, Pat Marshall of East Liverpool, Casey Klug of Shadyside, and first seed Robbie Rossiter of Shenandoah. In the consolation match, Timmons faces DoverX wrestler Bobby Gilmore. After a scoreless first period, Timmons gives up an escape and takedown, but ties it in the third with an escape and takedown of his own. In the only overtime finals of the tournament, Timmons scores a takedown to win 5-3.

2nd 160 – Rhett Northcraft is bitterly disappointed with a 9-8 loss to Bud Hines of Barnesville. Both are seniors and star running backs on their football teams. Few would have figured Hines, a fifth placer at OVAC last year, to hang with, let alone beat, Northcraft, but Hines is a solid wrestler and forces Northcraft to play catch-up most of the match. Hines gets the first takedown; Rhett reverses him. Rhett’s let-it-all-hang-out style can leave him exposed, and Hines capitalizes for a near fall. Rhett reverses and near-falls, going up 6-4. Escapes at the end of the second and beginning of the third by Hines tie it at 6, then reversals by both tie it again at 8. With 10 seconds left, Hines gets the escape to win 9-8.

5th 171 – T.J. Osbon pins in the first period for all his four wins, including a 1:50 fall of Michael Wagner of Marietta to take fifth place. He gives up a tech fall to Andrew Hill of Tallmadge and an 8-4 decision to Keith Heldt of Dover (2nd). His other falls come from Corey Plumly (BarnX), Nate McGeehan (WellsX), and McCauley (MarX).

1st 189 – Josh Greathouse makes it look easy as he pins five of his six opponents in the tournament, including first seed Josh Grear of Barnesville in the finals (3:35). In fact, nobody scores any offensive points against Greathouse. Only Dan Nicholson of Marietta holds him to a decision (7-0.)

2nd 215 – Bryan Rowland wins two 3-2 matches enroute to the finals. After pinning Greg Rayburn (WellsX), he beats John Glenn’s Justin Gidcumb 3-2, with the difference being a third period takedown to break a 1-1 tie. After major decisions over TV’s Pat McHugh and Linsley’s lone wrestler, John Ruskowski, he is locked again in a 1-1 tie in the third, this time with Dover’s Matt Siegenthaler. A takedown again makes the difference; final score 3-2. In the finals, Shenandoah’s John Horn scores a takedown with four seconds to go in the first period. They trade escapes in the second and third. With the score 3-1, Rowland must gamble for the takedown but gives up one instead, losing 5-1.

275 – David Collins gives up a 5-1 decision to Corey Hastings of Barnesville, pins Athyan Courtney of MariettaX, then injures his shoulder as he loses 8-3 to undefeated DoverX heavyweight Brad Ritenour 8-3. He defaults out the rest of the tourney.

Oak Glen won big at St. Clairsville in 2004

The Bears won by a huge margin of 113.5 points last season, crowning five champions and placing 13, including one alternate. Champions are Brandon Miller at 125, Jessie Mahan at 140, Rhett Northcraft at 160, Dave Foltz at 171 and Cody Potts at 215. Brandon Davis at 119 and Chris Stevens at 189 finish second. 

Ethan Dray and Cody Miller finish third. Josh Greathouse, wrestling as an alternate at 171, finishes fourth. Dirk Baker and Joel Timmons are fifth. Zack Six is sixth.

OG wins with 387.5 team points in 2004. Cambridge is a distant second, 274; Teays Valley is third with 257.5, Barnesville, fourth, 228, and Dover fifth, 216.5. East Liverpool finishes 11th; Wellsville, 14th.

In 2003 OG had three champions, Rhett Northcraft at 152, Dirk Baker at 119, and Cody Potts at 215. Northcraft was tournament MVP.

.

Oak Glen 46, Martins Ferry 25
at Martins Ferry, Jan. 4, 2006

Oak Glen wins eight of 14 weight classes - six by pin and the other two by tech fall - as it beats a traditionally strong Ohio Valley wrestling program in its own gym.

Ethan Dray, Dirk Baker, Jessie Mahan, Cody Miller, Josh Greathouse and Ryan Asbury all record falls, while Rhett Northcraft and T.J. Osbon score technical falls.

Troy Eckleberry, Zack Six and Bryan Rowland drop close decisions.

Mahan and Chad Ware are both OVAC contenders, so their match at 140 holds possible implications for seeding. Mahan scores a takedown with only eight seconds left in the first period. In the second, Mahan escapes. Ware gets a takedown. Mahan escapes again. In the third, with the score 4-2, Mahan rides Ware until he finally turns and pins him at 5:27.

Eckleberry’s match against tough Mike Shreve at 119 pounds goes into overtime. A reversal and two takedowns have Eckleberry up 6-4 in the second, but Shreve ties it at 6-6 in the third with a reversal. Thirty-three seconds into OT, Shreve takes the OG freshman down for an 8-6 win.

Six gives up two takedowns in the first in his bout with Zac Bowers. Bowers is ranked third at 152 pounds for the OVAC this year but drops to 145 for this match. Six rides successfully in the second and is down 1-4 going into the third period, with Six in the bottom position. He scores a reversal to make it 3-4, then cradles Bowers to go up 5-4. But with 19 seconds to go in the match, Bowers gets a reversal and back points to win 9-5.

At 215, Shane Clark escapes in the second and Bryan Rowland escapes to start the third, tying it 1-1. Clark scores late in the period to win 6-1.

112 - Ethan Dray (OG) p. Brad Mackey 0:29 
119 – Mike Shreve (MF) dec. Troy Eckleberry 8-6OT
125 – Derrick Holt (MF) p. Paden Potts 2:31
130 – Tim Zoc (MF) maj. dec Preston Andrews 12-2
135 - Dirk Baker (OG) p Eric. Melloucci. 1:48
140 - Jessie Mahan (OG) p. Chad Ware 5:27 
145 – Zac Bowers (MF) dec. Zack Six 9-5. 
152 - Cody Miller (OG) p. Tyler Mandich 1:20
160 - Rhett Northcraft (OG) TF Jon Boggs 18-3

171 – T. J. Osbon (OG) TF Matt Shreve 22-5
189 - Josh Greathouse (OG) p. Steve Woodford 0:51 
215 – Shane Clark (MF) dec. Bryan Rowland 6-1
275 – Jeff Coole (MF) p. Doug Murray 2:32 
103 - Ryan Asbury (OG) p. Taylor Yoder 1:29


Wheeling Park 39, Oak Glen 24
at Wheeling Park, Jan. 7, 2006

The match pairs the top AAA and AA-A ranked teams in the state. Park uses its depth to cover for the missing Adam Gibson and come up with a big win at home.

Wheeling Park hasn’t beaten Oak Glen many times in the past 20 years, but Park is back with a program built from the ground up. Park is rated the team to beat for the OVAC this year. The two teams are opposites, with Park strongest in the lighter weights and vice versa. In this dual the Patriots will take nine of 14 matches. Both teams will record two falls and one tech fall apiece.

Starting at 215 - Bryan Rowland had beaten Tom Kettlewell at the Brooke Classic. He handles him again 7-4, with Kettlewell’s only points coming from escapes and one locked hands call.

Brett Traylor and Dave Collins at 275 push and pull for two periods. Traylor is winning 2-0 from an escape and a stalling point in the third, when he turns Collins and gets the fall at 5:02.

Ryan Asbury split a pair of matches with Nick Taylor at 103 when they met at the Brooke Classic. A takedown in the first is the difference this time, with Taylor winning 3-1.

Ronnell Green is a nasty trash-talker on the mat, we learn later, an unsportsmanlike habit that is unbecoming in a very good wrestler. A reversal in the second period at 112 is the only score in his match with Ethan Dray, and Park is up 12-3.

Troy Eckleberry at 119 gets the first takedown on Stephen Jewel, but from there on it’s all Jewel, 10-3.

Beginning at 125, Park bumps all its wrestlers up through the 171 class to cover for missing 171-pounder Adam Gibson, out with strep throat. 

To counter Ronnie Green moving up to 135, Coach Shaw forfeits that weight and moves Dirk Baker to 140 and Jessie Mahan to 145. Baker, who had beaten Bruce Kennedy last year, is tied 2-2 with him going into the third period, but Kennedy scores a reversal and backs, and is winning 6-2 when he gets the pin at 5:11.

Park is all but uncatchable at 36-3 after this match.

The next three matches go Oak Glen’s way, with a major decision for Mahan, a pin for Cody Miller, and a tech fall for Rhett Northcraft.

WP Coach Gene Monteleone says after the match he had wanted 160-pounder Dusty Hill to get a test against Northcraft, but it was more important to win the match. T.J. Osbon wrestles tough against Hill in the 171 match, but Hill wins 6-2.

A pin by Josh Greathouse salvages a little respectability, and Park savors a rare win over Oak Glen.

Coach Shaw says his team was flat when it wrestled Martins Ferry, and it carried over to the Park dual. But he said “Hats off to Wheeling Park. They are on top for the OVAC.”

215 Bryan Rowland (OG) dec. Tom Kettlewell 7-3

275 Brett Traylor (WP) p. Dave Collins 5:02

103 Nick Taylor (WP) dec. Ryan Asbury 3-1

112 Ronell Green (WP) dec. Ethan Dray 2-0

119 Stephen Jewel (WP) dec. Troy Eckleberry 10-3

125 Bryce Rush (WP) maj. dec. Paden Potts 9-1

130 Abbie Rush (WP) TF Preston Andrews 21-6

135 Ronnie Green (WP) wins by forfeit 

140 Bruce Kennedy (WP) p. Dirk Baker 5:11

145 Jessie Mahan (OG) maj. dec. Ronnie Nelson 12-4

152 Cody Miller (OG) p. Heath Beecher 2:49

160 Rhett Northcraft (OG) TF Shane Kandis 19-4

171 Dusty Hill (WP) dec. T.J. Osbon 6-2

189 Josh Greathouse (OG) p. Allan Earnest 1:32

Oak Glen 34, Beaver Local 26
at home, Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2006
Oak Glen wins eight weight classes in an exciting dual at home against a disliked rival team. The Oak Glen gym is packed. Both Beaver Local and Oak Glen fans have turned out strong and loud.

A rebuilt Beaver Local team is strongest where Oak Glen is strongest – in the heavier weight classes. (And, as it turns out, weaker than Oak Glen in the lighter weights.) The big matchup is at 189, where Josh Greathouse and Kyle Reeder, who have never met, are among top seeds for the OVAC, one week away.

As luck would have it, the dual match begins at 189.

Greathouse and Reeder are scoreless in the first period. Reeder gets Greathouse’s leg a time or two, but Josh defends the move well. In the second period, Reeder escapes and they spend most of their time on their feet. Greathouse escapes in the third and they remain deadlocked through an overtime period. Both wrestlers are tired. By scoring the first point, Reeder has the choice and choses down for the 30-second rideout. With about 10 seconds left and Josh hanging onto a leg, Reeder gets the reversal plus back points for a 7-3 double overtime win.

The drama continues at 215 as Bryan Rowland and Thad Sollick are scoreless in the first period. Sollick gives the escape at the beginning of the second for a 1-0 score for Rowland. In the third, Beaver Local chooses to start in neutral, apparently believing Sollick has a better chance of taking Rowland down than of holding him down in a rideout. The strategy doesn’t work. Rowland wins 1-0.

Oak Glen forfeits the heavyweight match to Jimmy Bowersock and the Beavers lead 9-3.

At 103, Ryan Asbury starts a string of lightweight wins with a solid 6-2 win over Mitch Thompson.

Beaver Local forfeits 112 to Ethan Dray, moving Jared McIntosh up in hopes he can beat Troy Eckleberry at 119. Eckleberry responds with an 18-1 tech fall thrashing of McIntosh to extend the Bears’ lead to 17-9.

At 125, Paden Potts is locked up in another scoreless battle with Larry Williams. Williams scores the escape in the second and is trying to make that hold up by riding Potts out in the third. Potts’ efforts finally result in a locked hands call, and the match is tied. The Oak Glen fans and bench are going crazy yelling for Paden, who escapes with less than three seconds on the clock to win 2-1.

(This isn’t the first time all three freshmen starters have posted wins in a dual, but it is the first one where their match wins were crucial to win the dual.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

At 130, Preston Andrews is up against one of BL’s best in Derik Caudill. As Caudill racks up the points, Andrews works hard to avoid the fall. He does so, though the ref hits him with a total of four stalling points as Caudill scores a tech fall. (Caudill, we learn later, is a dirty trash talker on the mat.)

At 135, Dirk Baker and Jon Bittinger are closely matched. Baker’s unable to score, and Bittinger makes a pair of takedowns hold up for a 4-0 win, bringing the Beavers within three at 20-17.

In tough duals the Bears depend on stalwarts such as Jessie Mahan to come through for the team with fall points, and he does so with dispatch, pinning Tyler Bock at 1:48. Both teams are used to pinning opponents in batches, but this turns out to be the only pin for either team this night.

Brian Campbell is one of the better Beavers, and Zack Six finds he can’t score offensively on him. The score is 10-1 before Six defaults in the second period with an injury to his elbow.

At 152, it is a Beaver’s turn to play the stalling game. Jarod Osborne frustrates Cody Miller’s efforts to turn him when both are down on the mat, so Miller resorts to getting takedowns and giving escapes in an effort to turn a takedown into a pinning combination. No go, though Miller gets a major decision, 13-4.
Rhett Northcraft’s also frustrated with the stalling efforts of his opponent, Rodney Kale. Up 14-0 in the second period, Northcraft applies a forearm to the back of Kale’s head that the referee sees as a tad excessive, calling him for unsportsmanlike and taking away a team point. When it is all sorted out, the match is over with a 16-1 tech fall, and Oak Glen’s lead is insurmountable at 34-23.

Yet another exciting match ends the dual as T.J. Osbon challenges Danny Dunn at 171. Osbon clearly has Dunn pinned, possibly twice, in a reverse “Spiderman” move, but the ref is watching Osbon’s back instead of Dunn’s and doesn’t make the call. With a reversal near the end of the match, Osbon loses only 4-2 but shows that this fight will continue should they meet again at OVACs.

Oak Glen 34, Beaver Local 26

189 Kyle Reeder (BL) dec. Josh Greathouse 7-3 OTRO

215 Bryan Rowland (OG) dec. Thad Sollick 1-0

275 Jimmy Bowersock (BL) wins by forfeit

103 Ryan Asbury (OG) dec. Mitch Thompson 6-2

112 Ethan Dray (OG) wins by forfeit.

119 Troy Eckleberry (OG) TF Jared McIntosh 18-1

125 Paden Potts (OG) dec. Larry Williams 2-1

130 Derik Caudill (BL) TF Preston Andrews 19-4

135 Jon Bittinger (BL) dec. Dirk Baker 4-0

140 Jessie Mahan (OG) p. Tyler Bock 1:48

145 Brian Campbell (BL) wins by inj. def. over Zack Six

152 Cody Miller (OG) maj. dec. Jarod Osborne 13-4

160 Rhett Northcraft (OG) TF Rodney Kale 16-1

171 Danny Dunn (BL) dec. T.J. Osbon 4-2

Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Tournament

Jan. 19, 20, 21, 2006 Wesbanco Arena (Wheeling Civic Center)

Oak Glen crowns one champion, Rhett Northcraft, while fellow first seed Jessie Mahan comes agonizingly close. OG nudges Cambridge in a dogfight for second place team overall. Both teams are well behind juggernaut Wheeling Park, which scores a record number of points.

Two wrestlers, Park’s Abbie Rush and St. Clairsville’s Zack Schuller, each win their 4th OVAC title, something accomplished by only five other wrestlers in the tournament’s history.

Bryan Rowland angrily pounds his fist into the mat at the end of his third-place consolation final match against Wheeling Park’s Tommy Kettlewell, one of the last matches of the 2006 Ron Mauck OVAC Wrestling Tournament. It’s not that Rowland lost the match. He won handily, 9-2. It’s that he is unable to pin Kettlewell to give Oak Glen two bonus points in its razor-close team race with Cambridge for second place overall. Though Oak Glen is defending champion, a top-to-bottom strong Wheeling Park team is virtually unbeatable this year, so the contest is for second place between Oak Glen, Cambridge, Beaver Local and Buckeye Local.

A few minutes after Rowland’s win, it is announced that Oak Glen has edged back into second place, half a point ahead of Cambridge. But Cambridge still has one wrestler left, second seed heavyweight John Nicolozakes. Though he’s wrestling only for seventh place, a win would give Cambridge two points and second place overall.

Oak Glen’s fans erupt in cheering when Nicolozakes, reportedly injured, doesn’t take the mat. He forfeits.

Oak Glen takes second by the razor-thin margin of half a point, a fact that is not even announced at tournament’s end as all the attention is directed at Park and its win by a record 263.5 points. After the Golden Bears have won three of the last four OVACs, everybody but OG is ready for the pecking order to change. Oak Glen’s achievement in taking second with a younger, less experienced squad is ignored.

Northcraft, a top seed, becomes a two-time OVAC champion with a last-second reversal (though awarded only an escape) in a revenge 6-5 win over Barnesville’s Bud Hines. Jessie Mahan, another top seed, loses the championship in a 4-2 heartbeaker to Indian Creek’s James Myers.

Freshman Ryan Asbury (five seed) and seniors Josh Greathouse (three seed) and Bryan Rowland (four seed) all place third. Sophomores Ethan Dray (three seed) and Cody Miller (four seed) take fourths. Senior Dirk Baker (unseeded) places seventh and freshman Troy Eckleberry (eight seed) places eighth.

(Matches are recounted as they occurred in real time, which often is not in weight class order. A few other matches of interest are mentioned.)

Day One OVAC

Thursday evening session, Jan. 19, 2006

103 – Ryan Asbury is leading St. John’s Jake Foster 7-1 when he pins Foster at 4:36.

119 – Troy Eckleberry – pins another St. John wrestler, Greg Civin, at 3:55.

112 – Ethan Dray pins Mike Kendjorsky, Buckeye Local, 1:55.

125 – Paden Potts gets tech falled by Buckeye Local’s Kurt Peterson 18-2.

130 – Preston Andrews loses 11-3 to sixth seed Zach Kosky of St. John.

135 – Dirk Baker begins a tournament of living on the edge with a 5-3 win over John Marshall’s Danny Doyle. Baker gets the first takedown but gives up an escape with two seconds left in the first. He gets reversed in the second to be down 2-3. In the third, Baker ties it with an escape. Again with two seconds left, he gets the takedown and wins 5-3.

140  – Jessie Mahan pins one of two girls in the tournament, Terina Miller of Brooke, in 1:07

145 - Joel Timmons makes Coach Shaw look like a genius by knocking off Park’s Heath Beecher, an eighth seed, with a solid 6-2 win in the first round. In reality, Timmons was plugged into a hole because Zack Six is out with an elbow injury. (Of course, Coach Shaw is a genius.)

152 – Cody Miller pins Steubenville’s Mark Markakis in 1:24.

160- Rhett Northcraft tech falls Josh Hilliard of Buckeye Local 16-1.

In other opening round action, at 135 pounds East Liverpool’s unseeded Shane Reed is leading sixth seed Mike Becca of Buckeye Local 6-5, but gives up a takedown with no time on the clock to lose 7-6. At 140, unseeded Kevin Riggle of East Liverpool upsets sixth seed Nick Pasquarella of Steubenville when he catches him in a pinning combination and gets the fall eight seconds into the second period. Yet a third East Liverpool wrestler (Nick Woods) paired against a sixth seed (Nick Stine of Edison) in the opening round comes oh so close, losing to Stine 5-3.
189 – Josh Greathouse  pins Magnolia’s Andrew Kane of Magnolia in 0:41.

171 – T.J. Osbon is beating Ty Howell of Harrison Central 7-0 when he records the fall at 3:46.

215 – Bryan Rowland makes short work of East Liverpool’s Artie Talbert, pinning him in 0:45.

275 – David Collins loses 7-1 to Jeff Coole of Martins Ferry, who will finish fourth.

Oak Glen ends Round One with 11 wrestlers still alive in the championship bracket. Park has 13. Cambridge, 11.

Day Two OVAC

Friday, Jan. 20, 2006

Wheeling Park is leading with 49 team points to Oak Glen’s 39.5. Cambridge has 34. 
103- Asbury pins Weir’s Walker  in 0:29.

112 – Dray  pins Harrison Central’s Kevin Snyder in 0:25.

119 – Eckleberry gives up a takedown in the first to Steubenville’s Anthony Iacchini. He goes ahead on a reversal to start the second. Iacchini ties it with an escape, and goes ahead on an escape in the third. Final, 6-3.

125 – Potts advances in consolations on a forfeit.

135 – Baker loses 8-1 to fourth seed Torey Prickett of Monroe Central.

140 –Jessie Mahan pins Connotten Valley’s AJ. Tiziani in 1:00.

145 – Joel Timmons and Indian Creek’s Matt Emery are scoreless in the first. Timmons scores a reversal in the second and gives up an escape. Riding Emery in the third, he is hit with a locked hands call and the match is tied. An escape wins it for Emery, 3-2. Coach Shaw walks away muttering “locked hands, locked hands.”

152 – Cody Miller meets a Shenandoah “Zep” named Robbie Rossiter. Miller is leading 13-2 when he scores the fall at 5:18.

160 – Northcraft suffers a bad poke in the eye in the first round of his match with Martins Ferry’s Jon Boggs. He’s okay, and scores his second tech fall of the tournament in as many matches, 18-3.

171 – T.J. Osbon looks like he’s in trouble briefly but pins Wellsville’s Ryan Crabtree in 2:29. He’s leading 10-0 at the time. “T.J.’s always exciting,” says an observer. “Way too exciting,” replies Coach Brian Six.

189 – Greathouse has no trouble beating Wheeling Park’s Matt Hill but Hill denies Greathouse any bonus points by stalling his butt off. Final, 6-0.

215 – Rowland  scores five takedowns and gives five escapes for a well-balanced match against St. John’s Wendell Habig, 11-5.

Oak Glen drops to third place behind Cambridge, 70 to 72.5 Park extends its lead to 87 points

Consolation matches

119  Eckleberry begins a long trek through consolations with an 18-3 tech fall of Edison’s Justin McConnell.

130 – Preston Andrews has built an 8-0 lead over Union Local’s Davy Wilson when he scores the fall at 5:12.

125 – Paden Potts drops a 3-1 decision to Bellaire’s Kyle Faykus and is out of the tournament.

135 – Baker gets the fall against Wheeling Central’s Brandon Parsons in 0:32.

275 – Dave Collins handles Caldwell’s McElfresh 4-0

Consolation wins and pins give OG a boost back into second place. Park, 91, OG, 80.5, and Beaver Local and Cambridge, 74.5.

Evening Session Day 2 – championship quarterfinals and more consolations

103 – Asbury’s championship run ends with tough 4-3 loss to Park’s Nick Taylor. Asbury ties it 3-3 with a takedown in the third, but gives up an escape and that’s the match.

112 – Dray had split a pair of matches last season with Cambridge’s Paul Rose. This one remains scoreless through two periods. Ethan gets an escape in the third with about one minute to go. There’s more action in the last minute than the first five; Dray wins 6-2.

140 Mahan  makes it three first-period falls in a row with a win at 1:15 over Edison’s Chris Brancker. Jessie has spent 3:22 total on the mat through three matches in this tourney.

119 – Eckleberry has no trouble with East Liverpool’s Joe Coil, 11-2. 

152 – Miller’s championship run ends with a 5-1 loss to Ferry’s Zac Bowers, a fifth seed who will win the weight class. A foot sweep gives Bowers a takedown in the first. Miller escapes in the first but can’t get loose in the second. Bowers gets an escape in the third and finishes the match with a takedown.

.135 – Baker hangs tough, taking a 12-10 decision from Creek’s Brandon Snider.

171 – Osbon’s championship run ends with a 12-3 loss to second seed and eventual champion Josh Cologie of Buckeye Local.

189 Josh Greathouse  v. Brandon Rickman of John Marshall is a third seed against a fifth seed, and the fifth seed has pinned both opponents so far. It looks good on paper. Josh shreds the paper, dominating Rickman 11-2 before pinning him at 4:42.

215 Bryan Rowland has beaten Park’s Tom Kettlewell in a tournament and a dual this season, beats him here 5-2 and will beat him again for third place.

275 – Dave Collins finds himself in a Cody Potts-type situation, a 1-1 double overtime match rideout. Only difference is, Collins didn’t get the first escape and so doesn’t get the choice of position. His opponent, Ryan Sonk of Union Local, takes down. The odds are on his side. Problem is, so is Collins. Collins is also on Sonk’s back and legs, and stays there through three starts to win 2-1 (OTRO).

At this point in the tournament last year, Oak Glen was up only half a point, 122.5 to Wheeling Park’s 122, and Ferry was lurking at third with 109.5.

This year, Park has stretched its lead to 135. A good round has Oak Glen solidly in second at 115.5, with Beaver Local in third by half a point, 105.5 to 105 for Cambridge.

Fourth round of consolations, Friday evening

Winners in this round will place.

103 – Ryan Asbury major decisions Justin Amman of River 16-2. 

135 – Dirk Baker keeps Harrison Central’s Robb Eddy from placing with a 6-2 win.

119 – Troy Eckleberry makes it to the medal round with a 6-5 win against Travis Harless. Eckleberry is up 4-1 in the first and 5-3 in the second, but a reversal in the third ties it up. He escapes to win.

152 – Cody Miller is hurting and not wrestling his best after the tough quarterfinal loss to Bowers, but doesn’t need his best to beat Roger Best of John Marshall 8-5.

171 – T.J. Osbon is within a point in the second period of his match with Tyle Love of Meadowbrook. Love pulls away at the end for a 12-7 win, and T.J. is shut out of placing.

275 – Dave Collins’ match against Wheeling Park’s Brett Traylor, fifth seed and eventual fourth placer, is exactly the same for the first two periods as in OG’s dual with Park two weeks before: no score in the first, an  escape for Traylor in the second and a stalling point against Collins in the second. In the earlier match, Collins got pinned in the third. This time, the ref’s stalling point decides the match. Collins escapes in the third but loses 2-1.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Park builds its lead to 150.5. The Golden Bears had a good round and are still in second with 124.5, but Cambridge did okay, too, and is breathing down OG’s neck at 118. Beaver Local had a miserable round and  has dropped back to 109.

Day Three OVAC

Saturday morning, Jan. 21, 2006
Championship semi-finals and consolation quarterfinals. 

112 Ethan Dray’s championship run last year ended with a 4-2 loss to Beallsville’s Jimmy Reisz. It is déjà vu all over again in 2006. After a scoreless first, Dray takes the down position in the second. Reisz rides him all period, aided by the ref’s non-call to stop the match when Ethan’s headgear is over his face most of the period. A reversal in the third is the difference, and Reisz does it again, 2-1.

103 – Ryan Asbury is in a dogfight with Meadowbrook’s Ed Lehotay, a seventh seed. Asbury is up 3-2 in the second. Asbury begins in the down position in the third but Lehotay kicks him loose to make it 4-2, then ties it with a takedown, 4-4. Lehotay kicks him loose again with 45 seconds to go, but this time it is Asbury who gets the takedown and a pinning combination, too, and records the pin at 5:24. It goes into the books as a fall, but it was a match!

119 – Eckleberry gets Caldwell’s Jared Border, a third seed who was nudged from the championship round in an 8-6 loss to Park’s Stephen Jewell. Border gets a takedown in the first. Troy ties it 4-4 with a takedown in the second, but gives up a reversal before the period’s over. Troy chooses neutral in the third, looking for the tie, but a stumble gives Border the takedown and an 8-4 lead. Back points make the final 13-4.

140 – Jessie Mahan handled Martins Ferry’s Chad Ware in their dual and does so again, piling up a 7-0 lead before coasting to a 9-4 win.

135 – Dirk Baker  was down 2-6 to Park’s Bruce Kennedy in the dual two weeks earlier when he gave up a rare fall in the third. In this match he fights back but comes up short, 6-3, and so will wrestle for seventh.

160 – Rhett Northcraft lets Harrison Central’s Jacob Donley stay close until the end. The match is tied 6-6 in the second. An escape and a takedown to start the third put Northcraft in the driver’s seat. He gives an escape and gets a final takedown to make the score 11-7.

152 – Cody Miller had beaten Weir’s David Gianessi two or three times last year, but Gianessi is strong and makes this one a tight match. Miller rides him in the second to take an 0-0 score into the third, escapes and avoids the stalling call for a 1-0 win.

189 – Josh Greathouse against Beaver Local’s Kyle Reeder, the three and two seeds, is a much-anticipated chance for revenge of a double-overtime loss to Reeder in the OG-BL dual on Jan. 11. Reeder gets a takedown at the end of the first. In the second, Josh takes a brief 3-2 lead with an escape followed by a takedown on a nice throw. Reeder’s nasty push of Greathouse in the face after they’ve gone out of bounds draws an angry complaint from Coach Shaw, but the ref saw it as a push to the shoulder and not worthy of a technical foul or even a warning. Reeder is down in the third, and his escape gives him a 4-3 edge. Josh gives up two takedowns trying to get back in the match. Final score, 8-4.
215 – Bryan Rowland loses 5-1 to John Horn of Shenandoah, number one seed and eventual champion.

Cambridge has reclaimed second place at 165 points. Oak Glen is third at 154. Park is ‘way in front with 222.5.

Consolation semi-finals

112 –Dray pitches a shutout, holding Meadowbrook’s Justin Rossiter scoreless (7-0) to advance to the consolation finals.

103 – Asbury dominates Harrison Central’s Nick Risdon. He’s winning 13-1 when he gets the fall at literally the last second, 5:59.

152 Miller, in his most memorable match of the tournament, is leading 2-1 with a minute to go in the third when he gets too high on third seed Bryan Skoff of St. John’s. Miller wraps up Skoff’s arms and head, and hangs on for a stalemate, as Skoff works for 30 seconds, trying to shake him off and come out the back door. Miller tacks on two back points at the end to make it 4-1.

189 Greathouse owns Park’s Matt Hill 8-2.
215 Rowland demonstrates his takedown ability for John Marshall sophomore Taylor Potts. As he does all through this tournament, Rowland disdains to ride, giving escapes and getting takedowns, this time for a 5-2 win. 

Oak Glen and Cambridge are neck-and-neck for second place now that place points have been added in. Cambridge has the edge, 182 to 181. Only match advancement and bonus points count from here on out. Park is in the stratosphere with 249.5. Beaver Local has slipped to fourth at 149.5.

OVAC Championship and Consolation Final Round

Evening session, Saturday, Jan. 21, 2006

3rd Place 103 – Ryan Asbury, freshman

Ryan scores a takedown and near-fall in the first period for a 4-0 lead over Martins Ferry’s Taylor Yoder. That score holds up to the end.

4th Place 112 – Ethan Dray, sophomore

Ethan can’t do much against Brooke’s Daniel Felton. Final, 8-2. Ethan placed fourth last year at 103.

8th Place 119 – Troy Eckleberry, freshman

Eckleberry uses tilts to score back points, taking a 7-3 lead halfway through the second period. But Shadyside’s Jeff Trigg knows how to tilt, too. He reverses in the second and ties the match 7-7 in the third with a tilt, then keeps on tilting for a 12-7 win.

7th Place 135  – Dirk Baker, senior

Dirk gives up a takedown in the first period to Bellaire’s Chauncey Green, who appears in control the first two periods. Baker is losing 3-1 in the third when he goes on offense. He wrestles with confidence, kicking Green loose and taking him down twice to tie it 5-5. Dirk gets a third takedown to win 7-5. He gives Green a friendly pat on the butt at the end, as if to say, “You did pretty good.”

2nd Place 140 – Jessie Mahan, senior

There are too many “almosts” in this match with Indian Creek’s James Myers. Jessie, aggressive throughout the match, almost scores a takedown at the end of the first. He almost scores a reverse pin. He gets a reversal in the second and almost back points. Time and again Myers ties him up for a stalemate when he seems on the verge of scoring. Tied 2-2 in the third, Myers gets the takedown and Jessie, a four-time OVAC placer, is denied the ultimate title 4-2.

4th Place – Cody Miller, sophomore

Miller can’t score on tall first seed Jeff Petitt of Cameron, losing 5-0. He’ll get another shot at Pettit at regionals.

1st Place (2X) 160 – Rhett Northcraft, senior

Northcraft’s incredible 22-16 win in the OVAC finals last year against Brooke’s Dana Davis will never be forgotten by Oak Glen wrestling fans. This year’s finals match against Barnesville’s Bud Hines is almost as exciting. Hines, a good all-around athlete, had upset Northcraft 9-8 at St. Clairsville and Rhett wants revenge. After a scoreless first period, Rhett escapes but gives up a takedown, and is behind 2-1. Rhett works his magic for a takedown and back points to go up 5-2. In the third, Hines gets an escape and takedown to tie the match at 5-5. With time running out, Northcraft forward rolls but they go out of bounds. Five seconds are on the clock when he resumes the down position. This roll narrowly stays in bounds, and Northcraft not only is on top, but has Hines on his back! With one second on the timer, the ref awards the reversal. Barnesville fans and coaches howl in disbelief and protest. The two refs huddle, and at length award Northcraft an escape instead for a 6-5 win.

3rd Place, 189 – Josh Greathouse, senior

Josh had to wait in line behind other wrestlers for three years, last season behind David Foltz at 171. He probably should have been in the OVAC this year against Kyle Reeder. His third place finals bout against John Marshall’s Brandon Rickman is hardly a match. Josh takes Rickman down and cradles him twice in the first period. The final score is 15-2, two points shy of a tech fall. 

Team scores are announced, and Oak Glen is behind Cambridge, 191.5 to 193, for second place.
3rd Place, 215 – Bryan Rowland, senior

Like Greathouse, Rowland had to wait his turn, wrestling varsity heavyweight last year because Cody Potts was at 215. This year’s OVAC consolation finals match against Park’s Tommy Kettlewell – his third win over Kettlewell within two weeks - is dramatic only because Rowland is trying to score the fall to give his team the bonus points it needs to beat Cambridge for second place overall. “Get the pin!” Oak Glen’s coaches yell at Rowland, and he tries. He angrily slams his fist into the mat at the end of a 9-2 decision. (As it turns out, Cambridge’s heavyweight forfeits his seventh place consolation match and OG didn’t need Rowland’s bonus points after all.)

Wheeling Park wins the OVAC with a record 263.5 points. Oak Glen is second at 193.5, half a point ahead of Cambridge. Beaver Local and Buckeye Local are fourth and fifth.

Quad at North Marion
Saturday, Jan. 28, 2006
Oak Glen 51, John Marshall 12

Oak Glen 48, Buckeye Local 15

Oak Glen 59, North Marion 12.
Oak Glen’s wrestling squad picks up three dual wins in a quad meet at Farmington, W.Va., to run its season dual record to 10-2

John Marshall picks up two dual wins, winning 52-20 over North Marion and 48-24 over Buckeye Local. Buckeye Local beats North Marion 42-33.

Rhett Northcraft loses only his second match of the season, a 6-4 overtime loss to North Marion’s Wesley Byard.

Troy Eckleberry and Paden Potts win back-to-back thrillers that have the Buckeye coaches beside themselves and Oak Glen fans cheering madly.

At 119 pounds Eckleberry, wrestling Mike Slaga, comes back from a 4-0 deficit to go ahead 5-4 with a quick sequence in the second period: he escapes, spins behind for a takedown, and puts Slaga in a guillotine for back points.

In the third, Eckleberry and Slaga trade reversals and Eckleberry gets more backs to lead 9-6, a score hotly disputed by Buckeye Local Coach Brian Davis but not changed. When at length the match resumes with 1:08 to go, Slaga scores a reversal, gives an escape, and scores a takedown with five seconds to go in regulation time to tie the match 10-10. The Buckeye coach continues to protest the scoring – he thinks Slaga won - but the match goes into overtime with the wild action continuing. With 8.6 seconds left in overtime, Eckleberry gets the takedown to win 12-10.

Paden Potts had been beaten in the first round of the OVAC by Buckeye Local’s Kurt Peterson with an 18-2 technical fall. He told his teammates later that it was a fluke. They kidded him, saying that a pin can be a fluke, but a technical fall is never a fluke. It sure looked like a fluke, however, after Potts beats Peterson convincingly in the dual.

Potts takes a 5-1 lead in the first and rides Peterson like a donkey through the second. In the third, Peterson starts on top and turns Paden for a three-point near fall. Paden gets an escape and holds off an angry Peterson for a 6-4 win.

Three of the Oak Glen individual matches lost are against recently crowned OVAC champions from Buckeye Local: T.J. Osbon drops a tight 2-1 match with Josh Cologie at 171 pounds; Ryan Asbury keeps it close in a 6-2 loss to Justin Turnbull at 103 pounds; and Ben Warner loses by fall to Willie Saxton at 130.

Oak Glen 51, John Marshall 12
215 - Bryan Rowland (OG) p. Taylor Potts 5:09
275 - Dave Collins (OG) maj. dec. Mike Davis 8-0

103 - Ryan Asbury (OG) TF Eric Beck 16-0

112 - Ethan Dray (OG) dec. Skip Ingram 6-0
119 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) maj. dec. Jeremy Howard 11-2

125 – Ben Pockl (JM) p. Paden Potts (OG) 4:39

130 – Danny Ruza (JM) dec. Ben Warner 10-3

135 – Dirk Baker (OG) dec. Danny Doyle 10-5

140 – Jessie Mahan (OG) p. Kason Melchiari 1:08 
145  - Brandon Richey (JM) dec. Joel Timmons 4-0 
152 – Cody Miller (OG) dec. John Koulis 7-2
160 - Rhett Northcraft (OG) p. Seth Skrypek 2:19 
171 – T.J. Osbon (OG) TF Mark Chambers 15-0 
189 - Josh Greathouse (OG) p. Brandon Rickman 1:55 

Oak Glen 48, Buckeye Local 15

275 - Dave Collins (OG) dec. Andreas Gad 4-0

103 – Justin Turnbull dec. Ryan Asbury (OG) 6-2

112 - Ethan Dray (OG) p. Mike Kenjorsky 4:29
119 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) dec. Mike Slaga 12-10OT

125 – Paden Potts (OG) dec. Kurt Peterson 6-4

130 – Willie Saxon (BL) p. Ben Warner 0:44

135 – Dirk Baker (OG) p. Mike Becca 3:44

140 – Jessie Mahan (OG) TF Austin Piergallini 15-0
145  - Nathan Schaal (BL) dec. Joel Timmons 5-2
152 – Cody Miller (OG) maj  dec. Josh Hilliard 11-2
160 – Rhett Northcraft (OG) p. Nick Renforth 1:48
171 – Josh Cologie (BL) dec. T.J. Osbon 2-1
189 - Josh Greathouse (OG) p. Corey Duke 0:36
215 - Bryan Rowland (OG) p. Anthony Faldowski 4:29

Oak Glen 59, North Marion 12

103 - Ryan Asbury (OG) p. Trent Fancher 0:28

112 - Ethan Dray (OG) won by forfeit
119 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) p. Shawn Tennant 0:41

125 –Paden Potts (OG) dec. Thomas Moore 9-2

130 – Preston Andrews (OG) p. Jeremy Munza 5:26

135 – Dirk Baker (OG) p. Eric Efaw 3:33

140 – Jessie Mahan (OG) p. Garrett Hickman 2:40
145  - Joel Timmons (OG) maj. dec. Matt Tennant 14-5 
152 – Eric Hinerman (NM) won by forfeit
160 – Wesley Byard (NM) dec. Rhett Northcraft 6-4 OT
171 – T.J. Osbon (OG) maj. dec. Mike Abrams 13-2 
189 - Josh Greathouse (OG) wins by forfeit

215 - Bryan Rowland (OG) p. Chip Schrader 1:17
275 – Shane Michaels (NM) dec. Dave Collins 3-1 OT

.

. Oak Glen 73, East Liverpool 6
at home, Wednesday, Feb. 1, 2006
Despite having three starters out of the lineup, Oak Glen wins 13 of 14 weight classes – 9  by pins - in an embarrassing rout of East Liverpool.

East Liverpool is better than last year, when Oak Glen won 57-13, and the Bears are not as strong, but nobody would guess that by watching this one-sided dual.

Dirk Baker turns in one of the most exciting matches of the evening against the Potters’ capable 135-pounder, Shane Reed. Reed gets the initial takedown. Baker reverses but Reed escapes and gets a questionable takedown before the end of the first period. Reed is leading 6-5 when Baker puts him on his back and scores the fall at 3:41.

Chris Martin, subbing for the injured Rhett Northcraft at 160, is in a similar situation, losing 2-1 to Ron Scott in the second period. Chris loves the splaydle and catches Scott in one to pin him at 3:11.

Joel Timmons, wrestling for Zack Six at 145, gets the first takedown and stays ahead during an exciting match against Nicky Woods. A reversal by Timmons in the third brings the score to 8-4, the final.

The third sub is Jack Wright, in at 152 for Cody Miller. Wright pitches a shutout against Bryant Dray, leading 11-0 when Jack scores the fall at 5:12.

EL’s Coil brothers are competent, but Eckleberry pins Joe at 1:02 and Paden Potts dominates Josh 12-2.

East Liverpool’s only points of the evening come in the second match of the night, as the Potters’ best wrestler, Eric Diagosta, gets the fall at 2:59 on David Collins at 275 pounds.

There was never any doubt Oak Glen would win the dual, but the lopsided score has East Liverpool fans filing dejectedly out of the Oak Glen gym after the Bears finish with four straight pins.

Oak Glen 73-East Liverpool 6
215 - Bryan Rowland (OG) wins by forfeit
275 – Eric Diagosta (EL) p. Dave Collins 2:59
103 - Ryan Asbury (OG) p. Wyatt Duffield 0:21

112 - Ethan Dray (OG) p. Cagney Springer 2:44
119 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) p. Joe Coil 1:02

125 –Paden Potts (OG) maj. dec. Josh Coil 12-2

130 – Preston Andrews (OG) wins by forfeit

135 – Dirk Baker (OG) p. Shane Reed 3:41

140 – Jessie Mahan (OG) p. Kevin Riggle 2:38
145  - Joel Timmons (OG) dec. Nick Woods 8-4 
152 – Jack Wright (OG) p. Bryant Dray 5:12
160 – Chris Martin (OG) p. Ron Scott 3:11
171 – T.J. Osbon (OG) p. Randy Beckwith 2:33
189 - Josh Greathouse (OG) p. Artie Talbert

Cardinal Invitational Tournament
Thomas Worthington High School, Worthington, Ohio, Feb. 4, 2006

Despite being banged-up, Oak Glen places 12, including three champions, as it dominates seven Ohio schools in a double pool tournament at a Columbus suburban high school.

Jessie Mahan wins at 140 pounds and is named tournament MVP. Josh Greathouse (189) and Bryan Rowland (215) also are champions.

Oak Glen has three starters out, but as they did in the East Liverpool dual, the JVs step up, with Chris Martin (160) and Joel Timmons (145) reaching the finals and Timmons coming oh-so-close to winning a tournament championship.

Ethan Dray is second at 112 and T.J. Osbon is second at 171.

Taking third place are Ryan Asbury (103), Troy Eckleberry (119) and Dirk Baker (135).

Finishing fourth are Paden Potts (125), Jack Wright (152), and David Collins (275).

Team Score 1. Oak Glen 256.5; 2. Reynoldsburg, 205; 3. Mt. Vernon, 180; 4. Thomas Worthington, 166.5; 5. Pickerington, 130; 6. Groveport, 115; 7. Cleveland Heights, 78.5; 8. Logan, 71.5.

Summary by weight class

3rd 103 – Ryan Asbury dominated Groveport’s Luke Froehlich 13-2 when they met in the third round. In the consolation finals, Asbury lets him stay closer, winning 5-0. Asbury’s sole loss on the day is to eventual champion Kent Li of Reynoldsburg 13-9. (Li beats tough Vitaly Radsky of Thos. Worthington 9-7 in the finals.)

2nd 112 – Ethan Dray is the bridesmaid once again with a 14-1 loss to Alex Radsky of TW. Dray pins two and tech falls two on his way to the finals.

3rd 119 – Troy Eckleberry, aka “Robespierre,” wields the guillotine more than the leaders of the French Revolution. In the consolation finals against Mackenzie Smith of Pickerington, Eckleberry points Smith mercilessly, kicking him loose and taking him down at will. The ref stops the match at 18-5, thinking it’s a tech fall. They restart, Eckleberry gives the escape, gets the takedown, and the ref stops them again at 20-6, still not a TF. Another escape, another takedown, and it’s stopped for real at 22-7. 

4h 125 – Paden Potts  pins two in the first two rounds, gets tech falled by the eventual champion Michael Lybarger of Mt. Vernon, and pinned by second-place finisher Zac Holcomb of Pickerington. He loses 11-4 to Chris Lester of Reynoldsburg in the consolation finals.

130 – Preston Andrews has a rough day, injury defaulting when he gets the first seed in his pool in the first match and going winless on the day.
3rd 135 – Dirk Baker pins Steven Lang of CH and Ron Rhodes of Pickering in pool action, but loses 7-6 to Elijah Koveski of Reynoldsburg, the eventual champion, in his final pool match. He gets majored 13-0 by Caleb Messerall of TW in the semi’s, then inflicts a 15-0 tech fall on Matt Boyd of Mt. Vernon in consolation finals. 
1st 140 – Jessie Mahan gets a good match from Nick Henry of Reynoldsburg in his final pool match, winning 3-0. In the finals, he gets Henry again and again goes ahead with a first-period takedown. Starting in neutral in the second, Jessie uses a foot sweep to get a takedown, then chases the sock, locks it up and pins Henry in 3:51. In other pool matches he gets two pins, then a forfeit in the semi’s. 

2nd 145 – Joel Timmons - subbing for Six, Joel gets into the finals only to lose an 8-7 heartbreaker to Mark Noble of Pickerington. Joel falls behind, but ties it at 2-2, 3-3 and 4-4. A dump for a takedown at the end brings him within one point. In pools, he decisions PKX Ryan Williams 5-2 and pins Jason Rodney of CH in 1:25. In the semi’s he pins Logan’s Jason McBride in 2:55.

4th 152 – Jack Wright – Subbing for Miller, unseeded Wright makes the semi’s with pool wins over GP’s Chris Farrington (6-0)- and Max Gowins of PK (5:53). He is tech falled by Cody Quick of MV, then loses 6-4 to Jeremy Cook of RB in consolation finals.

2nd 160 – Chris Martin, subbing for Northcraft, has an incredible run to the finals, only to lose the championship match to Nick Sasfy of Reynoldsburg 14-6. Chris had met Sasfy in a pool match, and was losing 11-1 when Sasfy was DQ’d on an illegal slam. In the semi’s, Chris beats RBX Romi Shalash 12-10 in an exciting overtime match. The unseeded Martin won his other two pool matches, 5-3 in overtime over PK’s Tyler Burdette, and 7-4 over Logan’s Joe Spires.

2nd 171 – T.J. Osbon gets a reversal in the second and rides T. J. Lovings of Groveport for a 2-1 win in the semi’s. In the finals he loses 11-6 to Filipe Moreno of Thomas Worthington. T.J. won all three pool matches: 12-0 over Nick England of PK, pin in 1:42 of Zack Gompf of Logan, and a 5-1 win over first seed Jon Weaver of MV.

1st 189 – Josh Greathouse gets a takedown in the first period and holds on for a 4-3 win in the finals against Rendell Taylor of Cleveland Heights. In his other matches, Josh gets three pins and one forfeit.

1st 215 – Bryan Rowland leads all the way in a 6-2 finals win over Deante Booker of Cleveland Heights. He beats Nick Mernadakis of Reynoldsburg 5-2 in the semi’s. Rowland has an unexpected 8-7 match in his second pool matchup against unseeded Matt Ray of Groveport. They trade takedowns and escapes in the first period. Rowland gets one takedown each in the second and third, giving his usual escapes. With time running out and the score 8-6, Rowland dances away and is called for stalling.

4th 275 – David Collins – Collins gives up the first takedown, but comes back and is beating eventual champion Andy Hartshorn 6-2 in the second period when Hartshorn slams him (legally) and separates David’s shoulder. 
Oak Glen 78, Weir 0 – Oak Glen 69, Brooke 4
Tri-Meet at Weir, Feb. 11, 2006

Oak Glen’s Ethan Dray gets a measure of revenge on Brooke’s Daniel Felton for a slam in the Brooke Classic. Oak Glen dominates its neighboring W.Va. teams for another year.

Weir High can field wrestlers in only seven of 14 weight classes. Actually, that’s an improvement from 2005, when it had only five wrestlers and lost to OG 81-0.

The best match of the dual is Preston Andrews against Wesley Barnes at 130 pounds. Andrews is leading 5-1 in the second when Barnes comes back to score a takedown. Andrews makes the score academic with a fall at 5:10.

Joel Timmons, subbing at 160, pins James Fine in 2:28. Rowland gets a fall at 1:06 over Michael Mankowski at 215 pounds. Doug Murray outpoints James Colvin 11-6 at heavyweight. Ryan Asbury pins Greg Walker in 20 seconds. Mahan pins Josh Little in 32 seconds. Cody Miller, nursing an injured shoulder, gets ahead of David Gianessi 7-2 in the second period, but gives up two stalling points and an escape to allow the score to narrow to 7-5. A throw by Gianessi fails; the final score is 11-5, and Weir is shut out.

Brooke also has big holes in its lineup, forfeiting five weight classes in the dual.

Meeting in the last pool match at the Brooke Classic early in the season, Felton had dropped Dray on his head, giving him a mild concussion. Felton was bounced from the tournament and Dray awarded fourth. Today, Dray scores the first takedown. Felton gets escapes in the first and second, but they will be his only points on the day. A takedown with five seconds to go in the third gives Dray a 7-2 win.

Murray drops an 18-7 major decision to Drake Kowcheck at 275 for Brooke’s only team score. Eckleberry scores two in each period to beat Ben Giles 6-0. Asbury masterfully points Brent Fluharty, winning 14-1. Rowland tech falls Trent Aiken 17-1 in the second period. Logan Daugherty gets pinned by Dirk Baker in 58 seconds. Jessie Mahan pins Brooke’s girl wrestler, Teresa Miller, in 41 seconds.  Zack Six pins Phil Pederson in 43 seconds. Northcraft puts away Josh Sizemore at 1:36.

Oak Glen 81, Weir 0
152 - Cody Miller dec. David Gianessi 3-1

171- David Foltz pin Samson Gianessi 1:52

189 - Chris Stevens pins Mike Mankowski 1:10

275 - Bryan Rowland pins James Colvin 1:14

125 - Brandon Miller pins Josh Nichols 0:40

(all other weight classes Oak Glen wins by forfeit)

Oak Glen 51, Brooke 12

130 - Dirk Baker wins by forfeit

135 - Zack Six wins by forfeit

140 - Jarrod Shaw (Brooke) dec. Jessie Mahan 3-2

145 - Joel Timmons  maj. dec. Zack Bickford 18-5

152 - Cody Miller pins David Monteleone 5:13

160 - Dana Davis (Brooke) dec. Rhett Northcraft 13-8

171 - Dave Foltz pins Jesse Campbell 2:18

189 - Chris Stevens tech fall Nathan Loughran 18-2

215 - Cody Potts maj. dec. Devin Delaney 11-3

275 - Bryan Rowland dec. Nick Hvizdzak 6-4

103 - Daniel Felton (Brooke) dec. Ethan Dray 8-2

112 - K.J. McLaughlin (Brooke) dec. Preston Andrews 11-6

119 - Brandon Davis wins by forfeit

125 - Brandon Miller tech fall Jim McFarland 17-2

Brooke 66, Weir 24
152 - David Gianessi (Weir) pins David Monteleone 4:47

171 - Samson Gianessi (Weir) pins Jesse Campbell 1:00

189 - Nathan Loughran (Brooke) pins Mike Mankowski  0:36

275 - Mickey Alkire (Brooke) pins James Colvin 1:46

125 - Jim McFarland (Brooke) pins Josh Nichols 0:16

(Brooke and Weir double forfeit in two weight classes; Weir forfeits in seven others)

W.Va. Region 1 A-AA Championships
Feb. 18, 2006, at Oak Glen

Oak Glen enters the 2006 regionals with seven first seeds: Ryan Asbury at 103, Ethan Dray at 112, Jessie Mahan at 140, Zack Six at 145, Rhett Northcraft at 160, Josh Greathouse at 189, and Doug Murray at 275. Returning regional champions are Six, Mahan, Northcraft, and Bryan Rowland.

Oak Glen has won the AA-A regionals as well as the state since the Bears dropped down from Class AAA in 1998. The year 2006 is no different. Oak Glen places all 14 wrestlers, 13 of them qualifying for the state tournament. The Bears crown eight champions and amass 266.5 points, far ahead of second-place Williamstown at 168 points.
Oak Glen’s eight regional champions are Asbury, Dray, Eckleberry, Mahan, Northcraft, Osbon, Greathouse and Rowland. Runners-up are Zack Six, Dirk Baker, Cody Miller and Doug Murray. Paden Potts places fourth and Preston Andrews is sixth.
1st Round
125 – Paden Potts kicks loose Corey Parry of Cameron to start the third period, tying the score 3-3, then throws and pins him at 4:52.

130 – Preston Andrews  drops a 4-0 decision to Craig Johnson of Williamstown, the eventual third-place winner.

135 – Dirk Baker is leading Charlie Pell of Wheeling Central 4-0 when he pins him at 3:19.

140 – Jessie Mahan makes short work of Weir’s Josh Little, pinning him in 42 seconds.

152 –Cody Miller pins Robbie Marston of St. Mary’s at the 1:23 mark.

171 – T.J. Osbon pins Martin Whiteman of Magnolia in 58 seconds. 

2nd Round

103 – Ryan Asbury is outpointing Tommy Myers of Tyler Consolidated when he pins him at 2:41.

130 Preston Andrews and Richie County’s Cody Mills are locked 0-0 in their consolation match until Andrews scores a reversal in the third. He follows with a pinning combination, sending Mills out of the tournament at 4:36.

112 Ethan Dray is up 10-0 on St. Mary’s Danny Palmateer, including a four-point near-fall, when he gets the fall at 5:17.

119 – Troy Eckleberry gets ahead of Tyler Consolidated’s Julian Yost only to have Yost tie it up again three times with three reversals and an escape. Eckleberry’s own reversal to start the third gives him a 9-7 lead. On a restart, Eckleberry throws in a quick cradle to score back points, making it 12-7. Yost’s last reversal makes the final score 12-9. 

125 Paden Potts can’t score against Williamstown’s Cody MacIver until tying it at 3-3 with an escape and takedown with 25 seconds to go in the third period. Potts gets too high, and MacIver comes back with a reversal and fall at 5:52.

140 – Jessie Mahan  pins Doug Pell of Wheeling Central in 1:10.

135 – Dirk Baker tech falls third seed (and eventual third place finisher) Charles Chambers of Cameron 17-2.

145 Zack Six tech falls Rob Pennington of Ritchie County 17-1 in the second.

135 – Zack Six leads all the way against Tyler Cumpston of Cameron, winning 7-2.

140  - Jessie Mahan scores first and puts St. Mary’s Seth Bartrug away early, recording the fall at 0:41.

145 – Joel Timmons gets out first 2-0; Chase Hyde of Ritchie reverses to tie it at 2-2 in the first. Joel switches to start the second. They trade scores until at the end of the second, Hyde gets a takedown on a single-leg to go up for the first time 7-6. An escape for Hyde to start the third makes it 8-6. In the closing minute, Joel throws Hyde and gets the fall  with 34 seconds to go in the match.

152 – Cody Miller decisions Alex Dunn of Williamstown 8-2, giving up only a reversal in the first.

160 – Rhett Northcraft  tech falls Sean Neff of TC 17-2.

171  - T.J. Osbon is leading Junior Yost of TC 7-0 in the third. Starting in neutral, Osbon tries a throw that almost works, instead giving up the takedown. T.J. escapes for a final tally of 8-2

189 – Josh Greathouse gives up nada points in a 15-0 tech fall of Ryan Fickiesen of St. Mary’s.

215 – Bryan Rowland steadily outpoints Pat Reasbeck of Wheeling for an 11-3 win.

130 – Preston Andrews is denied a trip to states with a 7-0 consolation bracket loss to Cory Cronin of St. Mary’s. He will wrestle for fifth.

Consolation

6th 130 – Preston Andrews comes back to tie Weir’s Wesley Barnes twice in the third, only to lose 8-6 in overtime. 

Championship and Consolation Finals

1st 103 – Ryan Asbury   - Asbury’s first-period takedown holds up as a 2-0 lead going into the third over Dirk Bauer of Wheeling Central. A neutral start is followed by an Asbury takedown. Bauer’s reversal makes the final score 4-2.

1st 112 – Ethan Dray also takes a 2-0 lead into the third (the points off a first-period takedown) over Chuck Richards of Ritchie County. A locked hands makes it 3-0, followed by a reversal and back points for a 7-0 final.

1st 119 – Troy Eckleberry builds a 7-1 lead in the first period over first seed Tony Jones of Williamstown, giving up a reversal at the end of the first to make it 7-3. Jones rides Eckleberry through the second but cannot score. Starting on top in the third, Eckleberry tries a cradle but it slips and he gives up the reversal to narrow the score to 7-5. A frustrated Jones is penalized for a hard forearm to make the final score 8-5.

4th 125 – Paden Potts gets a takedown in the first period in his consolation finals match against Ryan Powell of St. Mary’s, then rolls to escape to start the second. Powell responds with a takedown to make it 3-2 going into the third. Powell ties it with an escape, then gets a 5-3 lead with a takedown. Potts escapes with 1:12 left and works frantically for the takedown and win while Powell stalls his hindquarters off. The first stalling warning comes with four seconds left. Potts throws him at the buzzer, but too late. Final, 5-4.

2nd 135 – Dirk Baker– First seed Ryan Flowers takes a 2-0 lead into the third. Flowers scores a reversal to start the period. Baker escapes twice but is taken down twice. A reversal at the end makes the final 8-4.

1st 140 – Jessie Mahan – Last year Jessie pinned Williamstown’s Russ Palm in the finals. This year he tech falls him 15-0 with tilts and takedowns.

2nd 145 – Zack Six  is locked in a 1-1 battle in the third period with second seed Brandon Baylor of Williamstown, when Baylor scores the takedown with 50 seconds to go. Six escapes to make it 3-2. Desperation takedown tries backfire, and Baylor gets the takedown and back points as the final seconds tick off. The 8-2 score does not reflect the closeness of the match.

 2nd 152 – Cody Miller lost 5-0 to Cameron’s Jeff Pettit in OVAC consolation finals. Today, Lanky Pettit’s tentacle-like arms catch Cody for an ankle pick and a five-point move to start this match, and that proves to be the difference. Escapes and repeated stalemates make the final score 6-1.

1st 160 – Rhett Northcraft puts Weir’s David Gianessi away quickly with a pin at 0:42.

1st 171 – T.J. Osbon – Weir’s Branko Busick, the first seed, uses an ankle pick to start 2-0 over Osbon, but Osbon responds with a reversal and near fall. Busick rolls to get a reversal of his own. Osbon escapes to end a busy first period with a 6-4 lead. He escapes again to start the second. Neither can score, and the period ends with T.J. up 7-4. Busick, choosing neutral to start the third, scores a quick takedown and then gives an escape, hoping to tie it with a takedown. T.J. stalls out the match. The ref awards Busick the stalling point, but T.J. wins 8-7.

1st 189 – Josh Greathouse disappoints the other Gianessi brother from Weir, Samson, with a fall at 3:02. He is leading 9-0 at the time.

1st 215 – Bryan Rowland – First seed Brian Barnhart of St. Mary’s takes a 1-0 lead in the second with an escape, and Rowland has to take an injury timeout after a blow to a sensitive area. Rowland ties it in the third with an escape, then gets the takedown 30 seconds into overtime to win 3-1. They will meet again at states.

2nd 275 – Doug Murray – seeded first in a bracket with only three wrestlers, freshman Doug Murray goes into the finals without having yet wrestled a match. Tyler Consolidated’s Andrew Kyle scores a reversal in the second and gets the fall at 3:33.

Oak Glen wins regionals with 266.5 points, eight champions and four runners-up. Williamstown is second with 168 points, three champions and two runners-up; Tyler Consolidated  is third with 144,  St. Mary’s is fourth at 105; Wheeling Central fifth with 91.5; Weir High sixth, 86 points; Ritchie County seventh, 77; Cameron eighth, 68.5, and Magnolia ninth, 26 points.
In 2005, Oak Glen won regionals with 296.5 points, 91.5 ahead of second place Cameron at 205. St. Mary’s was third.

W.Va.  AA-A Championships
Feb. 23, 24, 25, 2006, Big Sandy Discount Store Arena, Huntington, W.Va.

The Bears enter the state tournament with eight champions, and appear to be a lock for their 10th consecutive state championship, which would tie them for most consecutive wins in any sport. They bring twice as many twice as regional champs any other team, along with four runners-up to the state tournament, plus a fourth place, for 13 total. 

Region 3 champion Independence brings four regional champs and one runner-up among its 11. Greenbrier West brings three and five, and Point Pleasant three and three among their 11. Calhoun County brings 11, with one champ and three runners-up. Williamstown brings nine; three are champs and two are runners-up. Oak Hill brings 10, and Grafton, Roane County, Keyser and Tyler Consolidated all bring nine.

In the AAA tournament, Parkersburg, Parkersburg South, Huntington, Wheeling Park and East Fairmont are the big dogs in the hunt, each with seven or eight regional champs/runners-up.

Downtown Huntington’s downtown redevelopment project, fueled by massive amounts of state money, has filled with more stores since we were all here last year. One thing that hasn’t changed is that when an Oak Glen wrestler takes the mat, the rest of the Big Sandy Arena cheers for his opponent.

Day One, States

Thursday, Feb. 23, 6:30 p.m.

103 – Ryan Asbury is ahead of freshman Travis Withrow of Greenbrier West 10-0 when he gets the fall at 2:50.

112 –Ethan Dray pins Keldrick Nix, a senior from Lincoln, at 2:30.

119  - Troy Eckleberry finds a worthy opponent in Joey Maldonato of Roane, a sophomore. Troy gets a takedown in the first and gives an escape. Maldonato ties it with an escape to start the second, but Troy uses an ankle pick to go ahead. Maldonato escapes again and it’s 4-3 to start the third. Troy chooses down. An escape and locked hands make the final score 6-3.

125  - Paden Potts gets knocked into consolations in his first match, losing 7-1 to Randy Ferrill of Greenbrier West, another freshman.

135 – Dirk Baker is ahead of Kendrick Summers of Sissonville 8-3 when he puts him away at 3:59.

140 – Jessie Mahan pins Donald Adkins of Liberty in 0:58

145 – Zack Six starts poorly, giving up a takedown to Scott Durr, a Keyser senior. The final is 10-2 in Durr’s favor.

152 – Cody Miller is ahead of Billy Hall of Roane, a senior, 10-1 when he scores the fall at 2:50.

160 – Rhett Northcraft beat a kid named Dusty Nichoals in the first round last year. This year, he gives Dusty Rhodes of Independence gets the quick boot to the consols, scoring the fall at 0:49.

171 – T.J. Osbon is up 9-2 on Cole Anderson, freshman from Keyser, when he scores the fall at 3:11.

189 – Josh Greathouse pins Jonsen Edens of Sissonville at 3:11.

215 – Bryan Rowland sends Jamie Salisbury of Webster County to the consolation bracket with a 10-1 major decision.

275 – Doug Murray comes back twice to tie the score at 2-2 and 3-3. Riding in the third, Murray goes ahead with a stalling point, 4-3, but Lincoln senior Trey McQuaid scores a reversal to take the lead and eventually wins 8-4.

Day Two, States

Friday, Feb. 24

103 – Asbury starts the day with a tough match against Region 4 runner-up Justin Fisher of Roane, another freshman. Asbury scores a takedown in the first, then rides Fisher through the second period. An escape and takedown in the third make it 5-0, and Fisher’s reversal is too little, too late. 5-2 final.

112 – Dray takes no pity on Clay County’s Matt McCort, tech falling him 16-0.

119 – Eckleberry gives up three escapes and a takedown in a 10-5 win over A.J. Blankenship, a junior from Berkeley Springs.

125 - Potts gets in on the single leg and fights off the splaydle to get a first period takedown against fourth seed Charles Hamrick of Clay. Hamrick, a leg rider, saddles and rides Potts like a rented mule all second and all third periods, trying his best to tilt or power-half him for back points. No go. Potts wins, 2-0, to stay alive.

135  - Baker holds a narrow 5-3 lead on Jedd Guthrie of Grafton, third seed and champion of Region 2, when Dirk scores a takedown at the end of the second period. He starts the third period with a reversal, then pins Guthrie at 5:47 to put an exclamation point on the match.

140 – Mahan finds Point Pleasant’s Anthony Jeffers a respectable opponent. Jessie’s takedowns in the first and second periods decide the match. Final, 5-1.

145 – Six also runs into a quality opponent, third seed Janson Hall of Shady Spring, a junior. They trade takedowns and two-point near falls in the first period. Starting on top in the second, Six scores two with a cradle to go up 6-5. On bottom in the third, Six gets an escape and takedown, and gives up a reversal, for a 9-7 final.

152 –Miller gets Grafton senior Daniel Leach, Region 2 champ, in an action-packed (for Cody) match. A pair of takedowns and three reversals stake Codeman to a 10-7 lead in the third. Cody’s back is killing him, but he hangs in there. A late reversal by Leach makes the final score a squeaker, 10-9.

160 – Northcraft, last year in this exact same round recorded the 100th win of his career with a trademark 18-3 tech fall over Cody Reed of Berkeley Springs. He carbon copies that score this year, winning an 18-3 tech fall over Brandon Warner of Point Pleasant. Wow.

171 – Osbon becomes the first Bear regional champ – but not the last - to be upset in this tournament. T.J. appears in good shape with a takedown and penalty point to go up 3-0 in the first. Starting on top in the second, T.J.’s world is shaken with opponent Ryan Fell of Oak Hill scoring a five-point move (a reversal and backs). T.J. escapes in the third but gives up the takedown, and with five seconds to go in the match, and the score 7-4, Fell gets the fall. Oak Glen fans mourn! (Osbon will meet Fell again in consolation finals.)

189 – Greathouse outpoints Frankie Treadway of Oak Hill 13-3.

215 – Rowland gets a takedown, gives an escape, over and over again. He is leading Jim Bob (honest, that’s his name) Anderson of Herbert Hoover 11-3 when he pins Jim Bob at 2:24.
275 – Murray becomes the first Bear to exit the tournament, suffering a fall at 1:56 from senior Eric Sorrells, Region 3 champ.

125 – Potts also exits, giving up a 13-5 major decision to Tommy Young of Webster Springs.

171 – Osbon begins to work his way through consolations, decisioning Greg Shafer of Braxton 7-3.

Evening Session, semi-finals, championship bracket 

Friday, Feb. 24

103 – Asbury  runs into the eventual champion, Shawn Sexton of Independence, a junior with a 45-0 record. He pins Ryan in 1:18.

112 – Dray goes through a scoreless first period against Cody Clarkson of Roane. On bottom in the second, he scores a reversal. Clarkson escapes but Dray gets the takedown. The 4-1 lead holds up as Clarkson rides him through the third, trying unsuccessfully to turn him, and Ethan becomes the first Bear this year to make the finals.

119 - Eckleberry and Ravenswood’s David Dennis are locked in a 0-0 fight through two periods. Dennis gets an escape in the third and follows with the takedown. Troy loses 3-0.

135 – Dirk Baker and Calhoun’s Justin Ramsey are scoreless in the first period, but Baker makes the most of being on top in the second, turning Ramsey three times for an 8-0 lead. To chants of  “Let’s go, Dirk!” he scores two takedowns in the third for a 12-2 victory and a ticket to the finals.

140 – Jessie Mahan uses tilts and takedowns to tech fall Shady Spring’s Andrew Lester 18-3 to gain the finals.

145 – Zack Six runs into eventual champion Cody Mollohan of Herbert Hoover. A pin at 1:26 sends Zack to consolations. 

152 – Cody Miller has had a hurting back and shoulder since OVACs. He painfully reinjures the back in this tournament and cannot continue. Shaun Coleman of Fayettesville advances by injury default.

160 – Rhett Northcraft has another déjà vu round. Last year in this semi-final, he tech-falled Nick Hylton of Liberty R.18-1. This year he major decisions Hylton 12-4.

171 – T.J. Osbon’s opponent in consolation semi-finals, Trent Walker of Greenbrier West, forfeits. T.J. advances to wrestle for third place.

189 – Josh Greathouse suffers a disappointing 13-6 loss to 41-1 Calhoun wrestler Paul Goodrich. 

215 – Bryan Rowland takes Oak Hill’s Matt Griffith down to his back, scoring the fall at 1:59.

Day Three, States -  Saturday, Feb. 25
Consolation Semi-finals
103 – Ryan Asbury takes a 2-0 lead into the third against Sean Gungle of Calhoun. A penalty point, escape and takedown make it a 6-0 win. Ryan will wrestle for third.

119 – Troy Ecklesberry is trailing 2-1 to Clay’s Jordan Adkins when throws and pins the Oak Glen freshman. Troy will go for fifth.

145 – Zack Six trails Point Pleasant’s Justin Cullen 6-3 going into the third period. He escapes then scores a takedown to tie it 6-6. With 55 seconds to go, he cradles Cullen to win 9-6.

152 – Cody Miller is done in this tournament. He takes the mat only to injury default to Kevin Tanner of Braxton, dropping into the fifth place finals.

171 – T.J. Osbon advances to the third place finals with a forfeit from Trent Walker of Greenbrier West.

189 – Josh Greathouse trails Roane’s Evan Kendall 2-1 in the second period. He tries a lateral drop, but Kendall defenses it and Josh is behind 4-1. He escapes, but another takedown try backfires and he is down 6-2. Kendall gets a reversal in the third to win 8-2. Greathouse will go for fifth.

Consolation Finals

3rd Place 103 – Ryan Asbury scores in all three periods to shut out Justin Fisher of Roane 7-0.

6th Place 119 – Troy Eckleberry had beaten Williamstown’s Tony Jones 8-5 in Region 1 finals. Jones gets revenge with a 1-0 win to take fifth place at states.

4th Place 145 – Zack Six and Caleb Hart of Calhoun are scoreless through the first period. In the third, Hart and Zack trade reversals. Hart gets the last one and wins 4-3.  

6th Place 152 – Cody Miller must return to the mat again to injury default to Josh Morris of Hoover.

3rd Place 171 –T.J. Osbon was knocked out of the championship bracket with a quarterfinal loss to Ryan Fell of Oak Hill. As fate would have it, he meets Fell again in consolation finals. Osbon exacts revenge with a 36-second pin.“I do not like thee, Ryan Fell, the reason why I cannot tell. And this I know, and know full well. I do not like thee, Ryan Fell.” (With apologies to the poet)

5th Place 189 – Josh Greathouse scores first against Frankie Treadway of Oak Hill, but Treadway ties it at 2-2 and again at 3-3. A takedown and near fall3 in the second period lock up the win for Josh. Final,10-3. 

2006 A-AA State Championship Finals 

Saturday, Feb. 25

2nd Place 112 – Ethan Dray placed second to an undefeated wrestler last year at states. It happens again. Robert Rash of Independence ends his season 52-0 with a 6-0 win over Ethan.

2nd Place 135 – Dirk Baker lost 8-4 in regionals to Williamstown’s Ryan Flowers. In the state finals, Flowers has a 3-0 lead in the third period when Dirk is momentarily caught on his back for a quick pin call at 5:24. Dirk complains in vain to the ref. Still, Baker has wrestled all season wearing an uncomfortable brace because of a chronic shoulder injury, and has done well in spite of it.

1st Place 140 – Jessie Mahan becomes a two-time state champion – and denies the same honor to his opponent - with an electrifying and memorable overtime win over Judd Billings of Ravenswood. Mahan had beaten Billings earlier in the season in a quad at Oak Glen with a literally last-second reversal. Here, their duel goes down to the wire. Each has an escape in regulation time for a 1-1 tie. Billings had scored first and so chooses the bottom position in a 30-second rideout. Part of the crowd is cheering, “Let’s go, Judd!” The Oak Glen faithful are chanting, “Let’s go, Jessie!” 

In overtime, Billings gets to his feet and turns on Jessie, who is clamped onto his lower leg like a vise. For an eternity the ref indicates Billings is working on the reversal, but doesn’t quite have it. Time runs out a millisecond before Billings gets the call. Jessie leaps for joy, the image caught in a classic photo by Review sports writer Larry Claypool.

1st Place 160 – Rhett Northcraft becomes a three-time state champ with an 11-0 domination of Tyson Bennett of Berkeley Springs, ending – like his stablemate Jessie Mahan – an unforgettable high school wrestling career. 

1st Place 215 – Bryan Rowland had to wrestle heavyweight last year because he was behind state and OVAC champ Cody Potts. Bryan caps a magnificent senior year at his natural weight with a 3-2 finals win over much disliked Brian Barnhart of St. Mary’s, whom Potts had beaten in memorable fashion in the state finals last year. Barnhart gets a caution from the ref during this match for his rough tactics. Bryan gets a takedown in the first period. Barnhart scores two escapes to tie. Rowland’s escape in the third is the winning margin. Just as Cody Potts did last year, Rowland turns and flexes his biceps to the St. Mary’s section.

Tenth Consecutive W.Va. A-AA State Championship
No wrestling, football, volleyball, golf, swimming or basketball team in the state has strung together state championships to equal the 10 straight won by Oak Glen. Only the Parkersburg boys’ tennis team with 10 consecutive state titles now shares that honor in the W.Va. high school record books.  

2006 Final Team Points (Top 10)

1.Oak Glen 203.5; 2. Calhoun County, 132.5; 3. Point Pleasant, 119; 4. Independence, 104; 5.Williamstown, 189; 6. Roane County, 87; 7. Herbert Hoover, 79; 8. Grafton, 69.5; 9. Greenbrier West, 60; 10. Braxton, 55.

2005 Team Points: 1.Oak Glen 248; 2. Shady Spring 156; 3. Calhoun County 115; 4. Cameron 105; 5. St Mary’s 91.5; 6. Point Pleasant 76; 7. Independence 69.5; 8. Greenbrier West 66; 9. Berkeley Springs 62.5; 10. Ravenswood 62 
Top 15 Memories of the Season
The 2005-06 team will be remembered primarily for its achievement in winning the 10th consecutive state AA-A championship for Oak Glen.

But there are many moments and matches which were indelibly written in my memory, and perhaps as well in the memories of the Oak Glen wrestlers, coaches, fans and other parents who also were privileged to witness them. I say privileged because it is not through our effort, but through the dedication and expertise of the coaches and trainer, and the hard work, talent, sacrifice and courage of these young men, our sons, that we are allowed to share in their trials and triumphs. I did not include regrettable (though memorable) incidents such as the fight in the stands at the OVAC tournament between the fathers of Derek Caudill and Ronnie Green. Injuries are memorable and sometimes season-changing, but neither I did not include injuries in this list. (If I had, they would have included Daniel Felton dropping Ethan Dray on his head at the Brooke Classic for a concussion and ambulance trip to the hospital; Cody Miller’s back injury in the state semi-finals that made him default out to sixth place; David Collins’ painful separated shoulder at the Cardinal Invitational; and Rhett Northcraft’s badly sprained ankle that contributed to his loss against Wesley Byard in the North Marion dual and kept him out of the lineup for several matches.) 
Everybody loves lists, so here is my totally biased Top 15 Memories (I couldn’t limit it to 10) of the 2005-06 season.

No. 15. Wrestle-off between T.J. Osbon and Joel Timmons for 171. No other Oak Glen wrestle-off goes three matches this year. The whole team watches silently as Osbon narrowly defeats Timmons in the pre-season wrestle-offs. Though Joel loses his place on the varsity, he doesn’t quit the squad, becoming a valuable replacement for injured wrestlers in three weight classes, accumulating a 15-10 record on varsity, and placing third as an unattached wrestler at the Best Value Tournament. T.J. enjoys great success on varsity, finishing third at states. 

No. 14 – Asbury v. Prezzia at South Side. Who wants to wrestle against a (future) national champion, especially in your first varsity match? Standout freshman Ryan Asbury, as luck would have it, draws John Prezzia for his first high school varsity match. South Side’s incredible 103-pounder wins handily, and goes on to win Pennsylvania states and national freestyles. Asbury goes on to set a new team record (36) for most wins by a freshman.

No. 13. Smiling Dirk Baker. Baker, who has wrestled all year in a protective harness because of shoulder separations, wrestles Bellaire’s Chauncey Green for seventh place at the OVAC. Baker is losing 3-1 in the third but wrestles with confidence, kicking Green loose and taking him down twice to tie it 5-5. Dirk gets other takedown to win 7-5. He gives Green a smile and friendly pat on the butt, as if to say, “You did pretty good.”

No. 12. Cody Miller hangs on. In OVAC consolation semi-finals, Miller is leading 2-1 with a minute to go in the third when he gets ‘way too high on third seed Bryan Skoff of St. John’s. Miller wraps up Skoff’s arms and head, hanging on desperately as Skoff tries to shake him off and come out the back door. The ref lets this go on for a full 30 seconds before calling the stalemate because it looks like Skoff will succeed. He doesn’t, and Miller tacks on two back points at the end to win 4-1.

No. 11. Bryan Rowland’s frustration – In OVAC consolation finals, Rowland is trying to pin Tom Kettlewell of Wheeling Park to give his team the bonus points it needs to beat Cambridge for second place overall. “Get the pin!” Oak Glen’s coaches yell at Rowland. He tries and tries, but Kettlewell won’t be pinned. After winning 9-2, Rowland angrily slams his fist into the mat in frustration.
No. 10. Second overall at OVAC. Oak Glen fans erupt in cheers when they realize Cambridge’s John Nicolozakes has defaulted in his seventh-place match in the OVAC consolation finals. Oak Glen nudges Cambridge for second place overall by half a point. Bryan Rowland, as it turns out, didn’t have to pin Tommy Kettlewell after all.

No. 9. Thrillers against Buckeye Local. Troy Eckleberry and Paden Potts win back-to-back thrillers against Buckeye Local wrestlers in a quad at North Marion. Eckleberry, wrestling Mike Slaga, comes back from a 4-0 deficit to go ahead in the second period and build his lead in the third. A flurry by Slaga ties the match at 10-10 at the end of regulation. Buckeye Local protests the scoring twice in the match and believes Slaga won, but the score is upheld. With 8.6 seconds left in overtime, Eckleberry gets the takedown to win 12-10. The Buckeye Local coach is so mad he can’t see straight. 

Paden Potts had been tech falled 18-2 in the first round of the OVAC by Buckeye Local’s Kurt Peterson. He told his teammates afterward it was a fluke. They laughed at him, poining out that a pin can be a fluke, but not a technical fall. In this dual, Potts proves his point by taking a 5-1 lead on Peterson in the first and hanging on for a 6-4 win. Peterson walks off muttering to himself in disbelief.

No. 8. Frantic finish at South Side. Rhett Northcraft v. Sal Ruggeri is the last match in this dual, the first of the year for the Bears. Oak Glen is down 28-23. A pin wins, a tech fall ties – anything less and the Bears lose the dual. Northcraft is far better than Ruggeri but can’t turn turn him for the pin so he starts taking him down over and over again. They pop up and down like a pair of exhausted whack-a-moles. Ruggeri actually helps by diving at Northcraft’s ankles at each neutral start, and Northcraft spins behind. The official scorekeepers can’t keep up. As time expires the Oak Glen crowd cheers, believing Northcraft has secured the tech fall to tie the team score, but the South Side scorekeepers have it at 22-8, one point short of a tech fall. A later review of the video shows Northcraft winning 26-8. No matter. South Side wins anyway on tiebreaker criteria, 29-28.

No. 7. Jessie Mahan v. Judd Billings, first round. In a quad meet at Oak Glen, Jessie, a returning state champ, beats Billings, a two-time state champ from Ravenswood, on a last-second reversal. Billings scores a takedown in the first. Mahan escapes twice to tie it 2-2 early in the second period. A takedown by Mahan and escape by Billings end the period with Mahan up 4-3. Billings escapes to start the third, and they are tied again at 4-4. With 21 seconds to go in the match, Mahan appears to lock it up with a takedown but Billings ties it 6-6 with a reversal at 12 seconds. Starting down with five seconds to go, Mahan reverses to win with tenths of a second showing on the clock. They will meet again in the state finals. 

No. 6. Win at Parkersburg South “In your house!” With Oak Glen up 35-31 after  a pin by Northcraft, all T.J. Osbon has to do is to keep from giving up more than a simple decision to win the dual for the Bears. When T.J. gives up the first takedown and rolls briefly across his back, the South fans go nuts. But Osbon takes control and pins sophomore Ryan Stoops in the second period. Oak Glen wrestlers jump for joy, hugging and cheering. Before the match, the PA announcer in the packed Rod Oldham Athletic Center had boasted, “Nobody comes into our house and pushes us around!” After Osbon’s win, an Oak Glen fan can clearly be heard throughout the gym as he shouts, “In your house!”

No. 5. Josh Greathouse v. Kyle Reeder. Josh loses in an overtime rideout to Kyle Reeder in a dual at home with Beaver Local, foreshadowing his loss to Reeder in the OVAC semi’s. In the OVAC match, Reeder wrestles defensively, with Josh showing the only offense. Reeder’s nasty shove to Josh’s face after they’ve gone out of bounds draws boos from Oak Glen fans and a complaint from Coach Shaw, but the ref stands by his non-call. Down 4-3 in the third, Josh’s lateral drop fails and Reeder adds points for the win.

No. 4. Jessie Mahan denied OVAC crown. Time and again Indian Creek’s James Myers ties Jessie up for a stalemate when Mahan is on the verge of scoring. Tied 2-2 in the third, Myers gets the takedown and wins 4-2, denying a championship to Jessie, a four-time OVAC placer.

No. 3. Bryan Rowland flexes St. Mary’s. After beating nasty Brian Barnhart in the state 215 finals in a tight, rough match, Rowland turns to the St. Mary’s fans and flexes his biceps. Cody Potts did the same thing the year before after pinning Barnhart in the finals.

No. 2. Last-second OVAC win for Rhett. Rhett Northcraft scores a reversal on Bud Hines of Barnesville in the OVAC finals with one second left to break a tie. The refs confer and award him only an escape, but it is enough to make him a two-time OVAC champ. (A video replay clearly shows he got the reversal with one second left.)

No. 1. Jessie Mahan v. Judd Billings, second round. Pandemonium breaks loose at the end of the state finals match between Jessie Mahan and Judd Billings. In an overtime rideout, with Jessie hanging desperately onto a leg and Ravenswood fans screaming for the reversal call, the ref on the mat finally signals a reversal by Billings. But the ref on the scoring table says no, time had expired. Oak Glen fans go wild, and Jessie jumps for joy, a two-time state champ. 

2005-06: A Great Season
The 2005-06 team will be remembered for its great tandem of four-year starters Rhett Northcraft and Jessie Mahan, as well as for tying the all-time W.Va. high school record of 10 consecutive wins in any sport. Mahan and Northcraft wrote their names large in the Oak Glen team record book, as Cody Potts, Brandon Miller and Chris Stevens had done the year before.

After the season, Northcraft was named a high school honorable mention All-American by Wrestling USA magazine, the school’s first All-American since John Crain in 1988.

Mahan with 147 career wins and Northcraft with 137 both surpassed the previous record for most wins in a four-year varsity career (130, set by Alex McClung). Ryan Asbury set a team record for most wins by a freshman, 36, eclipsing the mark of 31 set the year before by Cody Miller (who had bettered Mahan’s record by one.)

Northcraft already held the team record for most wins by a sophomore (39), and most escapes in a career (117), set in his junior year. Rhett added 20 more escapes his senior year to make the record 137. He holds the records for most individual championships in a career (14) and most near-falls in a career (310).

In team wrestling awards for the season, Bryan Rowland had most takedowns (76), Northcraft had the most near-falls (74), and Josh Greathouse had the most falls (23). Mahan and Northcraft were named Most Outstanding Wrestlers.

In Junior Varsity, Jack Wright won for most outstanding JV and had most near-falls (41), David Mahan was takedown king with 39, and Wright tied with Mark Montgomery for most falls (16).

Mahan (41-2) and Greathouse (41-5) had the most season wins.

As a team, Oak Glen finished third in the Brooke Classic, and second overall and first in AAA in the OVAC. The 2005-06 Bears won four tournaments: the Best Value Tournament, the Cardinal Invitational, Region 1 AA-A, and of course, its unsurpassed 10th consecutive W.Va. A-AA team state championship.
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